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* holy pracices; by profuent a 
 ubſtraffions "Bad. 
| * Mtn have * retry 2 gg: 

F Wiintwined by oy of KA nn 
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p s, $8 and aidorous a np. of *; 
[| - Y#;' and have verily rhowtht- (as rhe An» 
ein 'Heuthins ' by +heir Prophtts 1)» vat 
* rhby we Poo ever full " wt pate 


| Tur Pxetracs, 
out with perpetual Stories of ſuch things 
«s theſe , which do but render them to the 
contempt of men that have a true and ſ0- 
ber Notion of Religion, 

In confidence K this *eonceit , ſuch Wam- 
bers of Devoto's in all Times have pre- 
tended Enthuſiaſm and extraordinary il- 
lapſe from Heaven, though to different 
ends and purpoſes, according as a different 
habit of mind or body and ſome mutable 
circumſtanzes of. the Age or: courſe of” life 
might. determine an hot Humor and buſic 
ry ( for it « little elſe) to exert it 

ef: DEL TTES | 
» among the many giddy Fancies and Er- 
rors-. of the late. Times, . bred , like the 


Worms in the "Manna, out of. the Body of - 


our corrupted. Government. and Diſcipline; 
this was that gg \edd\G., leading im- 
Poſture, That the true Seculum Spirigus 
Santi was now coming on upon the World, 
wherein the immediate Teachings .of . God 
ſhould antiquate the more dead and obſcore 
Teachings of the Goſpel, 4s thoſe did. the 
amore weak and ' cloudy Inſtrutt1ons of 'the 
Law; that the Minds of - Haly Men | agyt 
conceive '(like' the Virgin Mary ) by. the 


ſole overſhadowings of - the Holy Ghoſt, 


without any Aſsiſtances from Man or Hu- 
wid be au- 


mane Literature, That Men' fbo 
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Tn iPut'r xc's, 
| + of the Dwiies! of publict Preaching "and 

Praying by "the incitements\ of © God \ upon' 
the Gor \'That God was" about no" new' 
| Work, bat his Secrets were ftill' made. known 
| _amo'the Faithful; That the mighty im-" 
| Ppreſſions and proptuſions upon the ſpirits of 
the: Faithful "was an tmieypretative Foice 
from'Heaven, a kind of Bath=Col to, ſup- 
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ply \ the defeid. of  SerithweÞrophecy ''in 
: Diſpenſations more dark. und enigmaiical: 


i Whente it came to paſi that\ every morkitl 


1. heat, of Paſsion and blind Zeal was thyi- 
1 fenced by the: name of an Tanis-ſacer;\the. 
ſacred impreſs: 'and diſcovery. of 'the "Holy 
Ghoſt, and every crazy" Fancy: und Dream 
ab d' a Prophenick Viften'\" oo nt 
- - - em #4 at" Sea; 
though they prove the "Evils of . many 
| onkian = | Fd are the: goo [log of 
| Catholick Nathre , becasſe*. ſerving us "a 
| kind of natural\\Exerciſe to ketp x vaſt 
| Body of Waters from putrefaiion : Thus 


1 ons, Prophecy, and a greater "antimacy with 
1* the Divine Spirit, proved the great Bwils 
| of thoſe particular Times, cauſing. wany 
| ( weaker weſſels eſpecially 3* 20 make ſhip+ 

__ of | —_—_ _ _ _ 
1 and betrayed” them to. gr ſhamef meſs 
Notions FA Religits Fs, Policy y "yet tg the 
Church of God in garw's 'thes- "grand 

| 3 "i 


howſoever the bold Pretences . to Revelatie 
"8 


— Tavy [Pair a0:6; 
the bappyifſnerofethis:Ignis feruus: » 
thuft 444 op the. cnn thereof) 
= edbual:s\ Diſcovtry of 'it.,: bot fn ar FA 

edfx, thoſe: on of. Sedition., —_— 
= Profanengls, Gidaingſs,! it; ads unto, 
__ its. Ganja onely a, natural: efyor.. 

ſpit” in fople more r&-: 

gd, and: and an.  hetirey Melancholy. in'other. 
" goſler.'Enthuſtaſts', 144» hath \been\ for, 
merly nades and fuck 45 minht effectivals. 
y fe care the \Perſan that randy more the. 
— » frombting caſily abuſed. by. fuch 
ny wa, as. any pretended - Enthe 

Prong make a; profftr of, $0: that bt proe- 
ſent Untertaking to day. forth the tmpoſtnies 
wrapt up in this: fawobs taſter? of 
Eevbujuſm, Jappuſed Prophecy ey fem 
te bave nothing to juſftific it but an boneſs 
intention.c Efbreialy Ccanfidering . that there. 
ere Penal Statuths provided. t/ prevent the 
ſpreading. of -$ editions Prophecies, by: thi 
Seutritics of : which thoſe _ be whipt aw+ 
£0. their wits, whom the.'P foek Md tek 
garment cannot. cure of >: - Prophetick 
Frengies, | L 

Theſe Canfderations cand on ty have - | 
 perſwaded me. th \' have [pared the Reader 
[2 yl felf a farther = a but Ay Fd 

read. an wet ween t E 1 
kts k 4 +»\that the _ | 
tare Kong or bk you” (ule $atb 


Taz Pxnrace, 

cet ) derive a mutugl ftrength and afſ#- 
_ upon each __ —_— the * 
phecies which are the iſſues of an hot head 
and diſturbed imagination , are but the one 
half of thoſe which abuſe the Faith of the 
People + 1 confidered withal that Prophecy 
s the moſt obſtinate piece of Enthuſiaſm, 
having our innate Curioſity and an Expe- 
rience as great as Prodigies to make it 
conſiderable, Beſides, while good Laws are 
the beft Security of the Peace , ſober Prin- 
ciples laid in the Minds of the People are 
the beſt Security of the Laws, 
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| Some Seneral accounts given of. Me. . 
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"| -Counterſeits in ng Rerere $44 Foe 
© *_. one Er 0 yew n. Noe thin rio miſe 


, 9 ow of tht 
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Jen oe 


of States ofs Q pn a rence 
6; argument ſutable to the ageybecauſe' an g 
S's of intel tual improvement, ani yet, in | 
-  thuſiaſn.” or uri pretenders to prophet late, 
_ + Þ ahen not fs; Fonren Fred r0- 
-; phecies s. iT hr Pr dFy evil- 
TY enfoyincd wii aid why Nation extreme- 
5 ty inclined toward them in former times. | The anciens 
| Eat bVrrypadelh ” Je ſegured thereſebvgs inſt 
he people. Judges Prophe- 


Bo 
(il ©y i Bia Nan, wh, 7 fe Wylie Oraeez what oſe #mong 
R | the R bc Op Opinions . qncients bad of P ove ng 


couched in the ligion agreat (afferer 
 _ Cahn Credir, ce Don Ds 
LK 4 ' thereof. -T Ng ey, d\ the-mind,.. an 
'" And to common life. Two Es t0 evince that, keg 
| notice of. Prophecies as univerſally attended v0) bs Prodi- 
i} gies, amoneſt Heathen, es, hriſtians, with a OO 
, <qgours thereof. 


oy 


HE hypocriſies of hinge" are as fa- 
miliar as thoſe of wey, for 1; there is 
t deal of befrolts Silver which _ 


gh th Dr SS. AF A Go 


Teo latangie' vo ibore ehoarmaes Ber<oggsP/t 


| eZxcbing pany NYY (Asthe* Targers Niles che 
S619: Prophets. of the ſpirit of 4 1, whigh. tho! 


the image of the King and looks like Ster- \ 


ling, fo there are in-Ape, in Nature, in Reli- 


g£m5n the mpny ziglt bf yhings that 
£ Gal.6.12. only # Cowen Y k 2 Yr As 


title ry ar id Their trad and real va- 


lue;;Agzheres 9 ve Maſculine Rher 
wherein! the golden aples of ſome rich md 
ceptions are fer in the ſilver pifFures of ſome 
bEcde.12.10 b YDN 91371 Wards. BH "A » expreſſions 
choſen.and fitly ſer, fo there is a mIrryoAo- 
-the''charm of forme foft'and firex words 
and periods which ' (like a tinkling cimbal) 


'make a pretty. ſonhd in'the ear for a'time, (| 


ad Aber Toagd the mind cheg/ inform i ie, 


In: rod Angel le: are y he =_ TY 
e and othets. by 
e 2Cor. 11.14 hiſtry ab Jena es 
Prowed ions their likenef and uſyrp, thete tle 
tle.Religion als (through the:Ares of evil 
men) 19 foreed to - evo different faces 
of things under. the”! ood. af "on. ad the 
eh we find Hine wanders 4 Fantaſia 
which we find /ying monders, * fantaſtical 
TS 94: b - bs, a k res Sf we ſcaly ape 
P fem. an N Cotes A 
in rhe.ti tles and images Rohn Ns 
It is indeed chowen Freat Neling promiſed 0 
the times of the New Teſtament, th& 'we 


ſhould - be. delivered: from all thoſe 4 


The Vanity of Cart; * 


ay, = 


"HW vv 


ommy *ÞP Fs ww  *= WS paws Yy 


Cali. PYulger Prophictes, 3 | 


| their: own. buſx: Fancy, -ſhine wha! weed] 


' the Þ Sun be:euite gone down over the $ro- bMic. 3.6. 


ord, *1 y 


call, men to the worſhip of: Images :and God 
hath fulfilled the ——— there being 


now none of thale an. 
that: the. minds of why Heathens were 1a 


ME hed dr tes en He 
ves eV 

"they were. the {moges of ſuch a far uridows ions 

fielaties p90 1myyang whilhaet fo. ;. 

wade known to _— Praphesy.. Yet thers 

are ſtill lef among; us : (thax:there may be an 

exerciſe of Chriſtian puadgnee: as wells iof 

other Virtues) forme. Prophet _a 4 ly, which 

cg] men ro a'reverence' of (! ages inf 


oveea- : pdvGroves: neat mlggs © Naoryatre (as 

8 Thedderes ofthe Enthuſialts:of his' Age) « rheoder.1.4. 
tall the idle pheczolnt af aliens yaby < 10. 
phetick viſtons;:i 5777 
--Qur preſent. bizlinels chorefots.is,) 'obuenb 
off-the gilt of theſe ſhining:-vanities! Suppoe 
fed Prophecies,,and to diſcayer ntl _— of 
chatfaith and aftection-witthowhich t 

ſo geticrally:entertained;; andinarder 1 

wito toi Jay'dqwnſome characters of dictin; 
ion: betweetoreal' and pretending ' Prov 
phets, and to, inquire dw we can) whether 


phets, and the aninids''of men never 'vitt. 
red now ' with any beams :.of ':Pro 


light, ſo. cmlarn tie mes Ages of the 
" "tp 


4 


ful' a- field of impoſture as | the. forego- 
ing, 'and the-perfons to whom I oppoſe'my 
Rf: herein/: we men of a- more exerciſed 
firh then underſtanding, and there is' no- 
—_ more reverenced by ſome, and explo- 
ded by others' then: Prophecyinp and there- 
fore: I eaſjfy' forefee: that -I ſhall (like the 


candle) piielucendo perire, ſuffer greatly my. 


ſelf in the prepoſleſt thoughts'of the moſt, 
while atrempring to give light/ro others in 
fo impoſterous and litigions ar Argument'as 
thisis. But when bodies Politick have been 
often choked: (like Adrian ) with gnats: 

ruined" by ſome : occaſions they deſpiſed-and 


thoiight mbſt beneach their caution, (Pro- 


cies and Enthaſiaſms among the reſt)and 
cauſe if all men of mort improved intelle; 
£uals ſhould value themſelves: ſo far, as ne- 
ver to. ſtoop toa notice of thoſe contempri- 
ble errors which che people' are abuſed with- 
all, no body would be informed; (as no bo- 
dies ſores cured if. all ſhould:benice:) I have 
the intentions and hopes of a publick ſervice 
to. ballance the /prejudices of ſome ſeverer 

perſons, F258 Te 0 
Bur that which more effecually reconci- 
led me co this attempt, was a'regard to the 
ſpecial ſutableneſs thereof. ro! the preſent 
e: andthegreat Afﬀnity between this 


and the foregoing Argument, 


" The Vanityof * ' Cunt? 
The Argunient';, I know , is as  fruit- 


\I/ 


q 


The | 


_ |  OQOav.i) Palgar Prophecies, 


y þ 


ſions are apt to believe as tliey affect, antl: 


» 'The Age wherein our” lot:is fallen; is::am 
Age of Action and ExpeRation,:and m:ſuch: 
times; prophecies geerally cake' confidence: 


' to become publick, being then ſaoſt, grate»: 
ful-to men, uſually very -imparient-of:un- 


certainties where they are hugely concernetl;: 
Among the Jews we find Prophets and Ora-. 
cles eſpecially conſulted in-vimes of fome: 
publick diſtraction, and i Polybias tells; us3 Ilelyrm 
that when the Armies of the Romans. and 75,74 7 | 
Carthaginians were ready every. day\tq jayW.,z., —_— I 
bactel, every bodies mouth, was full of 'Orar-giual&. 
cles and Prophecies, Men upon fach occa- — - 
then to preſageas they believe, Beltdes, 'tis. 

a time of improvement in-all ' humane. and, - 

divine knowledg,and that happy day ſeems 

riſen: upon us to which God-hath promiſed; 

an k increaſe of Knowledg::,, Nature begins, p12. 
now to be ſtudied more: then Ariſtotle, 'and. 
men are reſolved upon a Philoſophy that 
bottoms not upon phancy but experience, a 
Philoſophy that they can prove and 'uſe, 
mot that which commenceth in faith: and 
concludes in talk. And conſiderate men are 
roo much themſelves now to be brought 
(like bees) to! hive under any odd form of 
Opinion and party of men, by the contuſed 
noiſe and dinn of Carnal reaſon, the Spirit of 
God, Superſtition, Reformation, and the'comr 
ing in of Popery, Now while ' Wiſdom 
oF {cems 


Ser thus to have hows nr hey! ſein pillars 
and /her Houſe ir going up fo faſt; it is a ts 
ry to affiſt het wotk by temoving all che 
rebbith 6F Fr adieics; Pulger Prophecies, and 
whitiever Do@tine makes the minds vf mers 
ſoft and eaſy {by teaching men to believe 
withdut- evidence) and ſo ; unfit co make 
a due jadginent of things, More-over, 'Tis 
a time” i (as *tis uſual) Folly ts as _ 
ab Wiſdom, -Nevet greater - talk of reyrible 


Signs; Revelitions, new-lights, Prophecies 


eV ifons'ih out own and other Kingdoms 


| Re oi6na fow,-We have had 1 Volumes of Pro- 
Hiſtor. Revet. PHECieS-and Viſions lately tendred to the 


edi. per 


.A.C.1659. 
evel. Divin. 


Epi:on. Edit. Yomd the exayiples of Hiſtory ; 


2663. 


World, and chat by men of no cornnor 
nafrie, and wich a'confidence, I think, be- 
For as ma- 
ny amongſt our ſelves, disbelieve the' 71- 


#9g of God though ſealed with fo tminy 


ty ſigns, 'marryrdoms , accompliſhed 
Me yes tefirreRion from the dead 
andthe atteſtation of milliotis of wiſe 'and 
2604 mien; {i they proteſt their viſions' in 
che face of 'the Sun, without atiy confidera- 
ble figns, and notwithſtandiig - the' cof- 
ferape of all fobet Chriſtians, and choſe'con- 
trary events whereby God hath freftrared 
the vokens of theſe Tyirs and wade theſe N34 
vimers mail, And ſome of them ſtick not 
eo tell che World; "that by bow much rhe 
Stiver that Great day of "the Lord &, the 
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; Mhr0 601 und ly deth ihe a9 
ls ba. $5 a thar they: unglet= 
fitnd che- jroquemt poſſefrows', worth : 
and- fa aftw1 of 'the-' 

t Satanicas flex ant le quibu>-oPE@ 
obfuſcare nicuntur , ut olim Jailfies'& 
bres Moſi reftitere;, rs #2 rhe defend of 


| the Devil; wher thiy endeavor 0 dbfbure 


the works -8f\ God, as Janhes 44 Jainb/es 
nthſtrod Moſes of old. 

As for that Afﬀinity noted between this 
Argument and the fote-going, it wil appear 


inthe eorreſpondetice obfervable berween 


Prodigies and Prodigies'in the Gentral Nx- 
rare, evil Conſeques and tommen areptance 
of them horh. 

r, IB their General Natwre,. Fot ay Pros 


digicxare receiyed(as the lrexfon of the name tar, png 
Mrimates) as'a-Kind of mot. jes, (pres nes 
di&tions , a ' 1 a figure frd Freat cunr, otenca, 


oy gar cs rate." $0 Prophecigs 


4 kind-of Perbat  Prodtigies , wotderfat | rg 
:ndieations of rhe fortunes of Kingdotny of TuldeDivis 


private n$ / doth feet che corjolities ©" 

$0f fp y'the /pretended notices of the fit: 

and have alwaies gone tmdivided in 

pinions and regitrds of eafie ment; borh 

* Hetthers and Chriſttins, Having 
te imbirtered, and dryed-up that one 


_ the Opinion of Prodigies, Eck ufed | 
fickle th! cul 2 


humor of curioſicy in 
men : 


k Hiftor. Rev. 
Da _ 


OV SIRE EO ve Aeatrer 


that-other of common Prophecies, that ſb the 
minds: of men may be forced to take to fome 
more.ſubſtancial nouriſhment and may come 
the more entire and undiſturbed to ſober and 
wiſe thoughts, fr2! M33) ſ; 

2,.;1# their evil conſequents. ' Theſe 
Vulgar Prophecies having | as. malign an 
influence upon the State, : Religion ,. the 
A , and Common life 'as Pro- 

ies, | 1 

I. They are of very evil copſequence in 
the State, The monuments of our own/and 
forrein Nations aſſure us that :there' is' not 
a more fruitful womb of ſeditions and confu- 
ſions in States then the Opinion! of ſuch 
predictions 1s, He that ſball read our Hi- 


lsir Ed.Cooks ores ((aith our great | Lawyer) ſhall find 


Inſtit. p. 3. 
C. 55. 


* cee Lo;d 


what lamentable and fatal events have fallen 
out upon vain prophecies, carried out of the 


inventions of wicked men z pretended to be 


ancient, but newly framed to' deceive true 
men - and withall, how credulows and incli- 
nable to them our Countrey-men in former 


times have been, The reaſon why- the pub-.xþj , 


lication of any ſuch evil wphecks ( as he 
tells: us ) "us ot made felony without 
clergy by ſome ancient Statutes in our King- 


Howard De- dom 4; and ſtill interdicted under ſevere pe- 
fenſet. againſt n2[ries both in our own and: * forrein Coun- 


Hrophecies. 
Co 20, 


tries, What attempt will not take confi- 


p a6 


men:'.I ſhall endeayour to dv.a$-much $6. 


; TI b *Y 
% & s 


t 


| 


= [4 Fl m7 b4 3 246% + 1: CY ; Fk, % FP ol ”Y 
: og ths Dato - a, > An. . 4 2.3 PEE 3 So "7p 
q ” ifs EOY EI SS EIT. lt EC Eo " WE Ie" net Ee Es Ks I'B> "Os. WE ; 
Am wy Sy RIS JEST, , . P «(WF L : ks . I GA ao ; 5 as 19S - 
YL, Reb Ages, ey - oy ME 423. MF Situ: v hy a W_ 
I$e77 fas hs . * ws - : " : 
- 4 3 £ + - 
: 4 , 5 x 
A W. X * 
G bd : | o — 
Fg, 


dence from a perſwaſion that God will ſac- 


. ceed-it, and that it is the accompliſhment of 


ſome divine predidtion * and beſides, how 
certainly will the . beſt cauſe fall co the 
ground, where the hands which are to ſupor® 
it, are weakned by an Opiniun of ſome-un- 
Pn Open or Prophecy ? 

The Ancient Ecthnick Stateſ-men ſeeni 
very ſenſible what a ready weapon of 'Sedi- | 
tion this ſacred Opinion of Prophecies in the 
people was, and therefore being unable to 
wreſt it from them , they endeavoured as 
much as they could to blunt its edg; by 


ſobril WAXIMS J ſuch as theſe, A tO emry & m Artemid, 
Mey TE ©X eddy cyeapes Sn pgavs , Perſons UVe- Oneirocrit. 


ry (ample or very poor, never [aw any dreams © 
2 ich the Pblick Was RR And 
that noxe but a King or 4 General was May- 
ms mms m0Aews preferred by the Gods the Pro+ 
phet of a City - Or by appointing ſome prudent 
dent Over- y th and interpreters of Prophe- 
cies, Their DoGrine (as we learn from 


2Plato) was Ts pduirIG-, #m Tx o Ter Whor- nPlat:in Tin, | 


TO-, vx tppoy Tow qaunivcy 1 Quynedevae 
PA _ XeAvars _ *>d, Te It BI 

or the perſon atted by « Prophetick fury, whe- 
ther he ener in it fil, $$/w » 0 biofel ts 
Judg bis Prophetick Yiſtons or. Speeches + for 
(as it is commonly and truly ſaid) to ſpeak 
end do things becoming, belongs ſoly to a _ 
perſon, "On 31 164 70 4H wept - 
Ry B ; 


IO 


o Mr Smith 
Diſc. of Pro- 
phecy.p. 195. 
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6h Thus EvSrars pdyleicys, wewnms Fanmnginos- 
yo. youO-, vs Maylas temovopg gun | mes. 
Wherefore the law provides that an order of 
Prophets be ſet Fudges aver all. Enthuſiaſtick 
Divinations , which Prophets ſome by mi- 
ſtake call Diviners, Where indeed the Or- 
der of Prophets to whom He gives the pre- 
heminence , were none elſe but wiſe and pru- 
dent Men ( as a ® late Writer, truly) bur 
whereas he adds, who by reaſon of the Saga- 
city of their Underſtandings were able to 
jndg of thoſe things which were uttered by 
this dull ſpirit of Divination, which reſided 
only -in faculties inferior to Reaſon, T conceive 
he. milapprehends the end. and office . of 
theſe prudent Perſons , who were indeed 
Fudges , but not to interpret but to moce- 
rate theſe prophetick -furies, For if theſe 
Eathuftaſms were really divine, no wiſe man 
would, and if really phrenetical,no wiſe man 
could judg them, ſo as to expound and inter- 
pret them; for can any man make any ſober 
judgment of the phantaſms and heats of di- 
ſtration, or find any reaſon in that which 
neyer approached the faculty of Reaſon * 
Theſe Wiſe Men therefore-ſeem a kind of 
Ethmick Saxhedrim to judg of pretended 


prophecy in 'an- authoritative way , and to ' 


expunge'or expound according as might beſt 

comport with the occaſions of State, And 

the better to- blanch over their benny 
| | an 


+] / 
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and'to. make' them lopk'like- Oracle, they 
were themſelves - reported: deal vals 4 
thought bythe people ,. really prophecic 
perſons, Anfiyerable to which ſybtil men 
amons the Gredans, the Rowans: had con- 
ſtantly choſen out of the:Ciry, their-fole 
Keepe:s and :Interprerers of ' the: $i&y line 
prophecies, | which, ſervet,ds a-kind bf + Ech- 
nick Alcoran, expounded alydy. by thoſe 
Mufties according as: the: cicutyſtances''of . 
Seate might' require : and; /tis; riot} unlikely 
that Ceſar had been tampering with one: of 
them, who told the” Romans in open Se- 
nate, as from; the Oracles of - S7by/44> that 
P he that they bad now their: King bm Healy ore 
uſt have thi title of King t00; if they would © © 
bein a [aft rondition. - [7 -: 

Tincline' to believe that this political So- 
phiſm in reference to Prophecy, was couch- 
ed by the Poets in the fable of their Herma- 
phrodite-Prophet Tereſa, whom they teign 
ſtricken with blindneſs by F#xo, but'in re- 1947 [4 
compenſe of that il] turn, bleſt by F#piter $7744.05. . 
with prophecy : and furrher that this q pet- »; j4z>vivz | 
ſon had the forms of both Sexes, and was 97", 4 4#- Y 
often.inſtrumenral to accord many differences army 9. "0 
and ſtrifes among the Gods, \Wherein they ;; wm; | 4 
ſeem to intimate thae prophecy / ( as found udzes 7 2 #7 
among them) was given only to perſons be- _— , 
reft- of the' «ſe of - Wiſdom, as ina dream, NA eek. 1 
or in'the eclypſe of reaſon by a j:4uToygy prd=& Reſp, Or- | 
— B2 eg #04.Q, 146, : 


1 made; 
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us (as Plutarch calls it) Prophetick efflux, 
(in rruch, a ſubtil yapor aſcending the body 
of the Pjthia from thoſe hollow caverns 
' over which ſhe ſtood, and begetring a kind 
of dry drunkenneſs in her fora time, and (0 
diſpoſing her to an imication of the Ecſta- 
cies and- prophecies of an Enthufiaſt,) Or 
elſe of the very habit of wiſdom ; (and that 
by Funo, a hand of Providence) as to men 
diſtracted , hypochondriacks, Epileptical 
perſons, old women : and this by God, to 


-r 12993, 3 -4- compenſate their great blindneſs and * folly 


F for 55 w27-in all other matters. Now theſe Prophecies 

m7 513. :,. ſeemed to carry the form of a Woman, as be- 
22 x- 10g delivered generally by that Sex,but con- 
duxey, 86s ftantly by perſons extremely ignorant, cre- 
on *2*- dulous, talkative, and impotent: both. in 
| os -—m_y mind and bod 4 and of a Man, as bein dire- 
| "+433 ed,expounded and over-look'd by the care 
| 3m7W7 and wiſdom of ſome prudent Men, And the 


| 92991799 , fable ſeems further to intimate of what fin- 


riySeis Jv : 
y2uuy, þ Ss gular Uſe in State, theſe pretended prophe- 


I rovy,) 574 cies proved(when ſubtilly managed) to com- 
©1943224% pound differences among the Gods, Men of 
, 


Pla.inTim. Winds or power too high to be ſet down 


any Law but what pretends from God, and to- 


conclude all pro and cox in a Nation abour 
matters referring to the Gods and Religion, 
Accordingly the ancient m_—_— Numa, 


Scipio, Lycurgs,Lyſiſtratus, Sertorins 
the reſt, called na laws oracles, fe 


ren 


F 


» ba Dei vivents, But when the laws of God 


Cayr,1, YPulear Propheties, 
ten tables pretended from God as well as 


the two, And \ Tully adviſed: the ſecrer- cu-c1;s... 1c 04. 


ſtody of- the” &gby/1;ne Oracles , Yaleantque vin. 
(faith he) ad Jeponendas potins quam ad fo 
cipiendas novas religiones, thus ſome fub- 
til men among the Fews , to; accord the 
fierce diſputes between the Schoool of Hil- 
tel and Schammai, invented the ſtory of a 


t Bath Kol (the loweſt degree of prophecy,. pi4. potter | 
according to them) a voice from heaven , Lightoor, 


ſaying, Et horam & illorum verba ſunt wer- 


will not warrant us to tell a ly for his honor, 
much leſs for'our intereſt, -it is an inſtance 
of the piety and policy of the State to en- 
act ſevere laws againſt perſons of ſo proſti- 
tute a Conſcience, as toencourage aſedition 
by any pretended prophecy : that fo the juſt 
reverence of Divine prophecy may be ſecu- 
red, and FaQRion may not- uſe thoſe Arrs ta 
diſtsrb, which Honelty dare not to ſec#re the 
common peace; 

2, Vulgar Prophecies have as. malign. an 
urn upon Religion, In" the "prattice 
t wr þ - for in an Opinion of ſuch things, 
the thoughts of ſome men are wholy encer- 
tained with enquiries where mitt Goa be 
»ext, and their great queſtion is , | Watob- 
man, what of the night? what news of things 
as yet in the dark and ont of view 2 4he wort 
of the day ſcarce ever aproacheth rheir 
| © om thoughts, 


Hor. Habr. |; 
P1456. 


Y 


AN 
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thoughts: the great fign- with; them of a 
oe equities with God is, when he is 
continually whiſpering news'ig, mens ears,and 
making them intimate to his Tecrets, and no 
man ſhall be thought. a ſpiritual-preacher by 
them, but he chat can looſe S ſeals of 
the Apocalypritk'' viſions, -' In'the interim 
by ſach fog thoughts and curioſities the 
mindsbf men are made rainand-trifling, their 
ſpirits 200 ſubtil and airy to fix upon a ſeri- 
ous:thing,and while ther eres are thus, at the 
end} of the Earth, they neglect to heed their 
way, and becoine (like fally birds) bur the 
fairer mark for th&\Fowler, by ſtanding thus 
at gaze, Andas great a; ſufferer by f{uch 
things ; is Religion m the Repatation thereof 's, 
for when fubtil-men1ſha!l (ee ns-(like the an- 
cient. Zgyprians) mibrine every Ape; give re- 
Verence' to 'every.. yain / f and clouted 
rhime, which-may ape the geſtures and ſtile 
of: a prophet'or prophecy, 'they will be rea- 
dy to conclude Religion a meer:Syſteme of 
nantalms, inexplcable_impreflions , and a 
tutoring of men toa:faith of contradictions 


or meer imaginations; () And-all'the Devo- 
#0'x.rt the world: ſhall be 'thought a Socie- 
-ty of. caſy men that can ay much and prove 
nothing, and that :(what-was falſly ſaid of 
fe! I of- old) pre worſhip to.an Afles 


head, to the idle: Vikens' of their:'own or 


other: mens heads, as ſoft and ignorant 2s 


Car.i, Yulgar Propheries, 15 
theirs, Beſides, at. eaſy fairh of ſuch Val- 
gat Prophecies as of divine impreſſion, doth 
greatly prejudice Religion the DotFvine 
thereof, For men will readily conclude 
him a Mar of God,'and that the Word: of the 
Lord «' with him (be his Doctrine what ic 
will)that ſeems to tell them things to come, 
( the reaſon why the Seducers of greateſt 
name in Story have pretended Prophecy,) 
The Church of Rome proves her ielf the 
Temple of the Living God, and Gods'pre- 
ſence with her , by the Voice of his Oracles 
heard therein, She hath (ſhe cells us) che 
Spirit of Prophecy (called the Teſtimony of 
5 e w )- to _ CO _ =w_ _— « Vid.Botlum 
iſcipline and worthip : and'to this purpoſe £25. de Sir 
aives us ina liſt of ;36 Prophets hut moſt ©"* A 
of them women) and of their wondertul 
prediftions, and 'challengeth us to inſtarice 
any ſuch parallel examples, * To whom we | 
return, » Je are not'careful to anſwer theriy | 
this matter : while: the houſe of God with us ® 57% * 
iS built #pon the foundation of the 'true Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, it will. not need daubing 
with any ſuch «ntempered mortar as Yulgar 
Prophecies are, to give ſtrength or beauty 
thereunto, Bur Religion is a far greater ſuf 
ferer by ſuch Spurious Viſions, and Prophe- 
cies , in the foundation thereof , that Sure 
Word of Prophet upon which it bottoms, 
There can . dy '3 more ſybtil' way 
| 8 4 f- 


Sad al ae... EO bs, « rag : , Þ 
4:4 2568 £ = g 
OS a 


t *Fuft. Martyr. 


inyented to fink-the value and credit of all 
divine prophecies and illapſes, then the mul- 
titude of thoſe tinſfil Enthuſiaſms wheh are 
in the World, ; Men will -quijckly grow 
coy , and loth ro truſt themſelves with a 
Reyelation, , when they ſee ſo much im 
ſture breaking jn upon the warld that uſurps 
thatname, The Echnick world had been 
for- many ages impoſed- upon by Enthu- 
foaſms, Dreams, Oracles , Prophecies, Ap- 
parittons of the Gods, till. Socrates (in a di(- 
covery of the Vanity of them) called men 
to.2n. uſe of judgment, and taught them to 
entertain no doctrine without or againſt ap- 
parent reaſon, And the many abuſes  for- 
merly put upon them, made them: not on- 
ly readily entertain his dodrine, bur. ſo pre- 
judiced them againſt the very air of a Reve- 
tion, thatas the Jewiſh maſters were per- 
petyally demanding of fig#s, ſo the Gen- 
tile Philofophers, Demonſtrations , of the 
firſt preachers of the'Goſpel , and upbraid- 
ng them that, their Do@trine was. *' az - 


| is Pia. com ED. p93 BgpheO. Cane Sm ad lily Fe 


| Tryph. P. 207, 


YO, 4 paradoxical dodtrine, and altogether 
impoſciblg to be demonſtrated, And amongſt 
our ſelves, while ſome muſt have an Enthu- 
ſlaſm in all the great turns of life, and muſt 
be ies, like he Pariarchts with Viſions and 
Propnecy , otners (ſeeing. the impoſtyres 
wrapt pp in them) hate ſuch, light 6-08 


ow 
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—oo ren, fe eo 


* 2 matter un-intelligible, both- in' the maner 


- not to believe but todiſpute, if they ſhould 


are ſet. on by z diyine hand: che mind of 


rg 
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and begin to look; upon a Revelition -as 


of conveyance, and the; way- of diſcovery 
_ ane pe and '- chink no manican 
anſwer the taking up of any Opinion. upon 
the credit of a prophetick Aiony : wks 
cool and adviſed thoughts, But if the:more 
fortunate credulity and ſimplicity of' the 
perſons to whom theſe Viſions and prophe- 
tick Raptures happen, make them ropes eg- 
nable by a temptation to any ſuch ſubul-A- 
theiſm, yer ſtill Scripture is diſparaged while 
the affections of men are divided between 
an old Prophecy and a new, and thart ſickly 
humor in ſome men of longing after ſome- 
what new in Religion, is-fed, mens gadding 
Fancies are gratified, and Religionis expoſed 
to the danger. of being evaporated intor-air 
and rapture, Tad Born: nt fed 

3. Theſe { vers Prophecies do as much 
uſurp upon the mind and underſtanding : be- 
cauſe inſtructing both Deliverers. and-Re- 
ceivers onely.to a bold. and forward- Faith, , 
For they thac deliver them preſume it were 


(like * Gideon) delire 4 ſign of God that it is x Judg. 6.17. 
he indeed that talketh with them : theſe im- 
prefſiqns they conceive are both writing and 
ſeal to themſelves, and- proclaim by their 
own. mighty force and vivacity that they 


Ws 


18 The Vanity of Cari, | 
man (ſay they) under the Divine Viſicati- \ | 
ons, is onely -w Sa mggr, to attend, in an 
humble paſfiiveneſs and ſilence, to God, 
while inſtructing it by the whiſpers of his 
Spirit. A Doctrine which is virtually an in- 

nite impoſture, and which brings a man in- 
y Maimonid. tO a "VYNN 31D (as the! Arabians call 
Mor. Nero: the WilderneſS)a deſert of wandering, where- 
3.03% inhe may runfor ever from one wild imagi- 
nation to another ; and contains as much 
Reaſon therein, as the conceit of that Mari- 
ner that ſhould think his Ship ran a right , |. 
courſe onely. becauſe driven with a fierce 
wind, -And as much do theſe Prophecies 
uſurpupon the Underſtandings of thoſe to 
whom they are tendred ; we muſt truſt our 
Faith with theſe things, but never offer to 
demand firſt the ſecurity of - ſome divine 
| Sign 5 we muſt believe thein of divine in- | 
ſpiration onely becauſe we are told they are 
ſo: and if we demur, as thinking 'the con- 
dition unreaſonable, we are bidden to have 
« a Care we be not found to fight againſt God, 
and ſo muſt become fools tor fear we prove 
knaves, But when our Bleſſed Savior him- *| 
ſelf would not ſo far controu! the Law of | 
reaſonable Nature in Man, as to require him 
ro a Faith of his Praphecies before' ſuffici- 
ent aſſurance given of their Divinity ; we 
know not to-value our ſelves, if we ſuffer a 
Faith of theſe common Prophecies - » 
| ' forced 4 
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| <, y,T; | Yulgar Prophecies. 
| 1 forc'd upon us, which offer norhing to aſſure 


them but ſolemn looks and Venly verily; 
The World fivarms with pretended Prophe- 
cies and Revelations; we have not onely 


. our. monthly but our daily  Progneſticators, 


and therefore the honeſt looks of* the pro- 
poſers are not ſufficient grounds 'of truſt in 
chis buſineſs, Thar propoſicion, Intzlef#ms 
patiens recipit phantaſmata, isa truth alſo in 
Diviticy ;: the ſoly paſſve intelle&, thar is 
impreſſive and eaſe, that doth nor uſe ic {of 
to diſcourſe; and judg , receives Fantaſms 
into it (elf ; lictle: befides' the, airy Vitſt- 
ons of its 'ovn'or.other mens vain” imagina- 
tions; 1 0H) 5 
. 4(- Theſe Prophecies are of very evil ron-. 
ſequence :in common life : They give filly 
men to conceivthey are hever Gods favorites 
till chey are half mad; and have conſtanc in- 
relligence frotmHeavenby ſome new Viſion. 
They:torture mens minds with infinite anxi- 
eties, and lay upon theirthoughts che Evils 
of an Age to lament at :once; They encou- 
verhemin A OIIIY che confi- 
dence they give them of {uccefs, They keep 
men from poſſeſſing themſelves im peace 
2 ſecure; repoſe .on-the wiſdom-and good- 
neſs-of God:;'"'Fhey tempt them coanegle& 
of thoſe faithfal'and acknowledgedRules of 
lifez* $0riprure,” ani the Maxims of Reaſon, 
toatrend to meaſures fantaſtical and-never 
| proved, 


20 - -. The Vanity of © Car.r” | 
ved, They cow mens ſpirits, and betray \ 


thoſe ſuccors which Reaſon affords and com- 

xSexae'?" mands the uſe of, Thus the = Hiſtorian tells 
buebar, & ip- US the Senate of Florence would by no means 
Sm permet! make oppoſition to the French King Charls 
wibit bt con- HE tihtd, becauſe adviſed to the contrary 
ze Regen ſu- by the reputed Prophecies of Savanaroli, 
ourabens, The Examples of men which have run 
Comin. de/ themſelves upon ſtrange —_ by fol- 
Bel. Nezpolit. lowing theſe fooliſh fires, are infinite,” T ſhall 
4 inſtance but two, to ſtop, if it were poſlible, 
_ wrnannngy my two hin ow ro this 
rgument, the Papift and the Exthuſtdft, 

The firſt ſhall be mo ange Eran %; 

Pope Gregory the ninth, who was perſwaded 

by the-pretended Viſions and Prophecies of 

| Catharina de Senis to go from Avenien to 

z Hic poſs nc, againſt the Reaſons and - Perſiwaſions 
bebens in ma-Of his Cardinals and Friends, whereby he 
ory ſacrum became the occaſion of that-Schiſm which 
fo laſted for abont forty years in that Church. 
coram omni- a Tn an eafie foreſight whereof, z few howrs 
bus i £62" before his death (which hapned within half a 
ri fve a mu- Year after his _— thither) having the: ho- 
—_— 15 ly Euchariſt in his hands, he orwefe before 
Ly hs: them all, that they ſbould. beware of either 
but vifiones Mex or Women delivering, wnder a: ſhew of 
Ro Religion, the Viſions of their own head; be- 
6: J. Ger- ſer himſelf, being ſeduced by ſuch, had, in 
oberg a neglett of the ſober counſels of his. Friends, 
fid. 3. drann himſelf and the whole Church: into 


& 


dang { 


Jy 
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danger of imminent Schiſm, except the mer- 
cy of Chriſt interpoſed, The other Example 
roucheth cloſer upon -our preſent Times , 
that of Comenius (a perſon whoſe other 
wprks praiſe him, {o that 1 need ſay nothing) 
who was ſo inchanted by the fumplicicy' of 
maners, ſolemn afſeverations, frequent exra- | 
fies, rapturous ſpeeches, devour language, 

mpous viſions, unaccountable paſhions, 
ome caſually accompliſhed Preditions of 
thoſe three pretending Prophets, Chriſtophe- 
rus Kotterus, Chriſtina Poniatovia, Nicholaus 


' Drabicins, as greatly to reverence their per- 


ſons, torecord and at laſt cropubliſh their Vi- 
ſions and Prophecies under the ſpecious title 
of Lux in tencbrs, to write the Hiſtory of 
their Lives and prophetick Raptures, to at- 
_ toreconcile the contradictions in their 
Predictions : and where their deformity ap- 
peared through: the fineſt colors he could 
difſembleir with, He ventures to bring him- 


ſelf off, thus; Þ Sapientiam Dei warie n0- þ Hiſtor. E 
biſcum Iudere, & luſiſſe hac inre, hec often- bric-p.157. 
dunt,&rc. And elſwhere, < Non invenio quid, . p.114. 


dicendums reftet, niſi aut hec propherica nou 
eſſe drvina, aut hypotheſin Theologia mtr 
(de omnimoda Immutabilitate Dei, ettam 
noſtri & remporalium reſpectu) wacillare, 
Utrum potins ſu nts ay pronun- 
Ciare ne feſtinemus ? and the like : which 


is to make Goda deceiver (Iſpeak as 2 ms) ; 
that 


4 Plutarc. de 
Defet.Ocrac. 


that- ſo ſilly men'may ſpeak truth. = 
Thirdly, Prophecies and Prodigies touch 
and agree in the univerſal reception of them 
both Prophecy never wanted Profeſſors or 
Auditors in'any Age or place in the World, 
Te was the Opinion of ſome of the Fews; 
and moſt of the Geztile Philoſophers of old, 
that the Soul came down into the Body, 
pregnant with 4 Suwams vdumwn, a prophetick 
power, TpAzmy 5 Js ? egs © Wilgy ava- 
putty awrns © ovſoway, but it 15 muffled and 
blinded becauſe of its commixture and con+ 
fufion with this lump of Earth, which 'per- 
perually ſends up ſuch a thick miſt of Fan- 
caſms before irs Eyes, that it cannot now ſee 
afar off. A Dotrine, which the deport of 
the Soul, while a priſoner to its own houſe, 
feems a little to encourage : for as the Buſh 
in the Fable; having ſuſtained a great loſs of 
cloth, 1s fancied to ſtand ever fince by the 
high-way catching hold of every mans 


clothes, in hopes to recover its own loſt 


goods; ſo the Souls of men ſeem to ex- 
preſs a tacit ſenſe of a great loſs in regard of 
the knowledg of things future, in this em- 
bodied ſtate, in thatehey ſtand (as it were) 
i trivis, and haſtily catch at any pretend- 
ing- Prophecy and ſhadow of Divination :: 
-1d indeed I have nothing (in this matter): 


1n2"%"70 accuſe my own Nation then others 


7, it being anargument of the blindneſs of 
" moſt 


" , [ FE 
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moſt Ages and Nations, that they readily 
fwallow down ſuch Flies as theſe when ten- 


of 


dred to them, 4% 

What place and repute Prophecy held 
among the Gentiles of old , thoſe words 
Evduoacry, JroAgmer, ty Fro, Myon. muxiv, 
poiCoAgmor, Frougvlas,weggn,), and the like; 
and that vaſt rabble of 'Chaldeans, Aftrole- 
gers, Soothſayers, Necromancers, Interpreters 
of Dreams and Prodigies, Diviners by the 
Smoke, the Exta, the Incenſe on the Altar, 
by a Staff, the chirping of Birds, all 'of ta- 


, muliar occurrence in their Writings, are a 


ſufficient aſſurance, Particularly the Eaſtern 
Nations were ſo mad upon Divination, that 


© ED71PD 1X90 they are full of the Eaſpelai.z.6. 


ſeems uſed proverbully by the Prophet, 'to 
ſer forth that mighty paſſion with which the 
Tews were Carried after Divination and the 
knowledg of Fururities, And with how 
eaſe a Faith the Fews uſed to meet any pre- 


. tenders to Prophecy, though calling them 


(to the moſt open defiance of Reaſon and 
Religion ) Idolatry, the Writings of the 
Old Teſtament will ſufficiently reſolve us. 
And Chriſtians (though theſe Vulgar 'Pro- 
phecies have been proved; by an infinite 
Experience, a dead catch , deyoid of the 
life of truth and perſpicuity) ſtoop as greedi- 
ly to. them, when ever thrown before them, 
as if they were all Oracle, For they eaſily 

Pk believe 


believe no man to be fo ptojecedly Athe- 
iſtical, as to intitle God to the Viſions of 
his own brain : not conſidering that the 
ſpiric of heated Melancholy may inſpire 
theſe Prophets, and abuſe them with ſome 
vigorous impreſſions as much as they do 0- 
men, | 
Now it cannot but ſeem ſtrange to our 
firſt choughts, that while all other Sedts 
and impoſtures ſuited to the preſent guſto of 
the people, have had their peculiar times 
and places of. acceptance, and the. Wheel of 
Fortune (asit is called) hath gone over them 
all and cruſh'd them in the duſt, Enthuſiaſts 
and. pretences to Prophecy ſhould prove an 
obſtinate cheat which all Ages and Nations 
have been thus gull'd withal; eſpecially con- 
{idering that the hiding of Events from us 
is ſo great a ſecurity ro the quiet of our 
minds, and fel:cities are always greater, and 
Evils (becauſe they then afflict us bur once) 
the lighter, which do ſurprize us, This (o 
ſtrange and catholick a Vanity muſt deter- 
mine our Inquiries after ſome catholick and 
immutable Cauſes in humane Nature which 
may give us ſome probable account there- 
C They are (I conceive) eſpecially theſe 
three : | 
1, A catholick preſumption of the ſingular 
readineſs of God ms yr Han, 
eſpecially if a more refined perſon, bh 
2D 
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ſeparate from al 


the ways of the people (as the Maſters ſay a 
4 Proper uſt be This perſwafion may 
: grow either from a kind of racit ſenſe in the 
p Soul that it was made for converſe ' with 


God, to refer to.him, roderive light and 
law from him, A remembrance of which 
4 birthright of the Soul remained a while in 
the more ſimple and innocent years of' the 
World, in that frequent intercourſe between 
God and Man, by the miſſion of Angels, 
vouchſafing of divine Viſions and Prophe- 
cies, immediate Oracles, and that adminiſtra- 
tion of civil affairs in the Fenep Kingdom 
by the immediate dire&ion of God him(elf, 
Or elſe (which is more explicable) it mighc 
poſſibly ariſe from a' fancaſtical meaſure of 
200dnefs in God,. Men have thought ic 
could not ſtand with the goodnefs of God 
co ſuppole him reſerved, and to leave them 
in the dark in ſome very doubtful and\per- 
plexed circumſtances of - life : 'and therefore 
fs Dii fint, divinario eft was thought by Tul- 
ty and others a very natural conſequence, 
» Andalace Writer, to prove” Prophecy nor 
yer-ceaſed, placeth this in the front of his 
demonſtrations ({o he calls them) the eternal. 
duration of the Divine Goodneſs and Bounty 5 
which will oblige him (@ich'he) to as free 'a 
communication of this propherick light 
now, as in the years of old : and theretore 
C concludes 
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26 + The Fanity.of  Cav.1; 
A concludes his Argument with a brand- 
As nexcuſabi- the #inexcaſable wickedneſs and raſtneſ of 
_ lors 8boſe men who mould have this Fountain of 
 malitia & ie- Divine Grace dried ap, while denying Pro- 
Re 21s phecy. Burt whoart thou, 0 vain man, that 
gratie fontem Wilt thus wrete out the Heavens with thy 
exjccarm bo- pan ? prefer thy ſhort thoughts of what is 
201 minus Bit and good the meaſures of infinite Bounty 
peccido quem and: Goodneſs £ Doth not the Papift con- 
Fees: lude an infallible ſpirit in the Church, from 
26.18,0. the ſame topick'the Enthuſiaſt dotha-pro- 
Probes if pherical ſpirit therein; even becauſe God's 
apud Comen. $00dne(s will not permit him to withhold ſo 
in Hiſt. Re- greata Bleſſing £ Certainly if God's good- 
"ee 20+ neſs prove the ſpirit. of Prophecy to be at 
all in che Church, it will prove it alſo as 
plentifully.-poured out now, as in the primi- 
tiye Times, God being as rich in goodneſs 
now as then, 
2, Opinions of this World vaſt and un- 
meaſured, is another great ſupport of the cre- 
dit of Vulgar Prophecies, Men in all times 
have been. apt to value the concerns of this 
World amiſs, to think perſons and affairs 
hold the ſame place in the thoughts of God 
as.0f. a man, and could not imagine that 
what was a great reality to their inchanted 
minds, was but mM qavmoic, a great Fan- 
Cy in the account of Heaven : and there- 
fore eaſily: conceived .that all-Events of 
greater note came with obſervation, a_ 
Days : 


S 


had the harbinger of a'Prodigy.or Prophecy 
c9.run before and give notice when everthey 
are coming. after, This Vulgar: Judgment 
of: things drew forth that ſpeech fromthe 
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thoughts as a Wander, that when the City of 


light apo a Bratle: of Sibyla- Erythrea 
of of 

the ſucceeding grandenr of 'this Gity, But 
yet afrer alk G 


the words are). 1f the Oracle ſhall ſeems to 
any one to ſteak 2 different ſenſe, let him tobe 


finite thirſt: after the knowledg of Futurities: 

W hat purchaſe would be —_—_— (by 

men) t00 greit, for the knowledg of fu 

things as theſe,, How long ſuch 4 King ſhall 

reign, whe ſhall ſucceed tothe Threve, when 
; C 23 Amichrift 
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3. There # im the minds of men an im*- 10 


g Foſ. 4. 12. 


Antichriſt ſhall fall, how long they ſhall live, 
whom yi {wr _ what hull tk iſſue 
of ſuch a War, when ſuch a cloud of af flitti- 
on ſhall go off from their Tabernacle : this 
thirſt made the Religion of the Gentiles (thar 
thought there was nothing beyond the Ho- 
rizon of ſenſe) almoſt nothing bur a conti- 
nued Divination, an unwearied purſuit of 
this knowledg , in Oracles, in Omens, in 
Prophecies, in Prodigies, in Auguries, in the 
Signs of Heaven, inthe Guts of the Sacri- 
fice, and the like; and ſo far befooled them 


that they oft preferred the ravings of a: - 


mad-man, the —_ of a Bird, the babble 
of an Aſtrologer, and the Dreams of an old 
woman, to greater veneration then the words 
o the wiſe 5 and made the ſmoke of his 


ouſe appear a better Oracle then the man - 


of counſel that dwelt in it, And an impati- 
ence of the ignorance of things to come, 
fooled the Fews as well as the Gentiles our 
of. their Reaſon and Religion both at once, 
—_— them to 8 ak counſel at their 
ffocks, and to ſeek to their Staff to declare 
fucurities #nto them, Amongſt our ſelves a 
like affe&ion for this knowledg betrays ſo 
many men to ſuch Opinions of Aſtrologers, 
Fortune-tellers, the predictions of - Enthu- 
fiaſts, and men upon a death-bed, Look as 
thoſe groſs vapors, which, while here be- 
low, are of no name and confideration, but 
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haye applied my ſelf with the greater ſe- 
kd C3 
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Car,t, Pulgar Prophecies. 

36 ſoon as they mount the. Heavens, and: 
carry light and fire with them,draw the eyes: 
of men upon them, and are thought Divine 
preſages. Thus thoſe pare whoſe grofi>. 
neſs and dulneſs in all matters referring eo 
Religion, Learning or common life, rendred 
them to the neglect or pity.of ſober;men, as 
ſoon as that black humor in them takes fire, 
and the men ſeem to ſpeak. from Heaven, 
and to carry a prophetick light with them, 
they preſently become conſiderable, ire ad- 
vanced the common Subjects of Diſcourſe, 


* their Prophecies are ſtudied more then the 


Bible, and men wonder to ſee how little 
thoſe fools-bolts miſt of the mark they were 
level'd unto, 

Now the teeth of men have thus water'd 


_ for this forbidden fruit, the knowledg of 


_ to come, partly from a weakneſs and 
childiſhneſs of temper whereby they cannor 
reliſh and digeſt the frog meat of ſubſtan- 
tial Docrine and ſolid argument ; partly 
from ſome preſent uneaſineſs of condition, 
the duration whereof looks like an Eterni- 
ty to their ſhort ſpirits, while they know 
no end thereof, partly in a vain hope that 
according as a good or an evil is propheſied 


concerning them, ſo their diligence may be 


applied to promote it or prevent 1t, | 
In conſideration of ll the premiſes , 1 


2 


Jer.23.26. 


"The Yanity of Cavan, 

—_— ro Fink the reputation of thoſe - 

Prophecies which fo much in- 
braſs che ſtudies and affeQtions of 'many* 
men", and to . evince _ retenders to 
Preditions ' now, ate , it all likelihood,: 
Prophers onely of the deve of their ws 
heart, and and chat none of - their Prophecies 
are to be attended to, as the certain m- 
_—_ a a | facure time, | 
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CHAP, IL P 

The Vanity of Vulgar Prophecies detefted 
Ji the unworthineſs f the Pretenders 
tathem. | | 


All things and Pevſons thought by the Heathens topartihe We 
ſomewbat of 4 Prophetich Power. Wiſdom onely exelu- | 
ded by them from any. ſhare in that gift. ' The Perſwaſson 

200 much abetred by ſome Cluiſtians.' To reprehend which, 

the firſt Confideration _ #5 propoſed.” That . Prophetick 

Maxim, That Prophecy reſts nor but upon a wiſe, a vali- 

ant and a rich man, how andeyſtov4 by the Modern Jews ; 

A conjefure concerning the Reaſon of it, in their ſenſe. 

How rap ety by the more Aftiem Jews, ſbewn at 

»Þ + large from their Writings. God's Prophets never mad in 

'  & Prophetich fit. Wile-men an ancient addition of the 
Prophets : the title nſurped by the Augient Philoſophers 

. and Magicians. Jews, Chriſtians and Heatheng required 
San#ity in order td true Prophecy. Nene bdrn Prophets 
of the Jews, and why. Our pretended Prophets largely 
proved devoid of ll 3rue Prophetical qualifications, and 
therefore not creditable. . The Church' of Rome why ſo 
fruitful in ſuch Prophets. {7 Oe. 


Ow much a fond affection for Pro« | 
| :phecy had blinded the Minds of the "2M 
Echaick World, _— by their conceiting 
the Prophetick light as much diffuſedas the 
1 natural; and that as every thing did, ac» 
WW cording to its meaſure, participate of the, ,,. 
i Goo neſs, ſ{o- of the Preſcience of God, ipfins boni- in 
Pop regarded che whole World, and all mn Py ] 
the k parts thereof; buc as'{o many Rte rat cp we. 
/ . ; . . JHigium I» : 
vaticinii. : ' : me. v.80. exuberamti 
Previews ol Senders ok Fenn, oem i edeuts; 17g lign 
Iapidibus, fumento, farini, indicig prabeit futprorum;&% 1d. ib, p:76, . 
2245) C 4  Qracles; 
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mament, not a. Monſter on Earth,not a Staff 
in the Wood, not a Gut in the Sacrifice, not 
7 Line in the Hand, but was thought pro- 
phetical, The Earth was thought pregnant 
with a 1 udumny» psug © medugn Homuny, 1 
kind of Prophetick efflux and = Divine 
Spirit,able to inſpire the Pythia which ſtood 
overit, The Souls of all men were thought 


continually uttering ſome ſofter voices of | 


Prophecy, but could not be heard till a 
Dream, or an Ecſtacy,or a Frenzy had huſh'd 
the clamors of an obſtreperous Reaſon ,z_ and 
therefore even perſons which could not 
ſpeak ſenſe, yer were preſumed able to 
peak a Prophecy, In ſhort,every thing was 
thought pregnant with ſome Preſage, but 
onely Reaſon and the Mind that had wiſ- 
dom; for as. to that, their Doctrine was 
mn ym Geprnms mManxs amgipes @ 19» 
meuirvun © HAvoouoy , mortal wiſdow 
(ſtylo novo, corrupt Reaſon) diverts and ex- 
tinguiſheth that Enthuſiaſm which would 
otherwiſe riſe upon the Soul, And Iam ſor- 
ry to ſee, that amidſt all this light which falls 
npon us from Heaven, men ſhould yet be fo 
lictle awakened aut of the Nreams of Gez- 
t:lifm, as to think Divination almoſt as fa- 
miliar a thing as the Heathens did z and that 
while we ones Miracles the Seal of Faith, 


and Prophecy. che Rule, and Propher the 


. The Vanity of Car,2 }_ 
Oracles : not a. Star or Comet in the Fir-- 


Si 


\ 


o NS 


pub title of the Lord thereof, we ſhould 


m__ _ of theſe ſacred names, or to 
throw them away upon* every pr 

which our Philoſophy cannot Salve z ron 
ſhould ſtill conceit a monſter, a Comet, a 
oreat wind, the falling of the falr, or-the 
ingling of the ears is pot as they 
did ; and profane the ſzcred title of prophe- 
cy by beſtowing it. upon the crazy fancies 
of every idle viſloniſt, and be ready to call 
him a Prophet, that hath ſcarce reaſon ar 


morality enough to intitle him May, 


That this is no ſcandal. may in part-ap-. 
pear from the fore-going Treatiſe, but 'will 
more fully by what time we diſmiſs our firſt 
Conſderation to reprehend the vanity of 
receiving theſe Vulgar Prophecies as 
ſigns of the condition of a future time z 


which is this, The Prophets which deliver cg... 


them are generally devoid of all the Prophe- 
tick anahretiens neceſſary to conciliate reve- 
rence to their Perſons and Prophecies, What 
theſe are we may beſt learn from the Jew- 


1h Maſters ; now with them , 'tis a ruling 


Maxim My. Ox Tomy IRAN PRn 


Vw) 1131 D2N Prophecy refts not but Zer. & de 
upon 4 wiſe, a valiant and 4 rich man : IK C7 


where by the Wiſe man, they underſtand a 
Man of prudence, and well praQticed eſpe- 
cially in their Cabbaliſtical and traditional 
learning,in great price with them : the ghar 
worc's 


The Vanity of Cavr.,2; 
words they expound in the rigid and uſual 
ſenſe and meaning of them , becauſe obſer- 
ving in Scripture ſo much courage attending 
. _ the prophetick Spirit, and generally great 
oVid-Forf-i" riches, excepting (® ſay they.) in the in- 
p.88, ances of Moſes, Samuel, Amos and Fona ; 
who yet did not conflict with extreme ne- 

ceſſities,, nor yer (I think} any of the 
Prophets, except in a time of ſome 
common calamity,” when their ſtraits and 
indigencies were -rather a Pteſtimony to 
their office then a ſcandal, But I think the 
moſt rational account that can be given of 
this Maxim thus expounded. is this z The 
greateſt - aſſurances which Faith can require 
in the Prophet himſelf, are theſe two : thar 
he a a perſon not apt to: be deceived 
himſelf ( by taking the impreſſions of a 
ſtrong Fancy for the hand 4 Ged upon him) 

which therefore, that firſt requifite of 

ns Ks wiſdom ſecures him from the Suſpicion of : 
2570; .4.-and that he appear a perſon, not apt to de- 
Maier do ceive others, Now all aptnelſs to deceive 
7» tarni{ey 


34 
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2 Cor.6.2. 
2C.3.17. 


others grows 1either from a fear of difplea- 
5.30632  fing by ſome greivows , or hope of rewar 
eccax. by ſome pans \> prediftion ; and therefore 
Arienid. 0- that he may be proof againſt remptaion from 
"4  fearor hope, they makehimarmed with va- 
*145)  lorandriches, And perhaps that *Maxim we 
T7: 8x met with before among the heathens (ſome- 


& ty aveiegus : - 
>the what like this among the preſent Jews) 


d | 


might _ 
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Cav.,2, Yulgar Prophecies,” +» of 
_ carty fome reſpe&s to Tome ſuch: con- 
ſiderations as theſe, | 5 
- Bur I conceive: the more Ancient Rab- 

bies intended ſome richer ' Sence in this Ma- 

xim-, underſtanding COIN the' Wiſe man, 

in'2 more lax'and general ſiphitfication : To as 

ro compreherid- a perſon furniſhed with alt 

the kinds of' wifdom: with Xatwral - wil- 

dorms,” that is, Soundne(s of-mind both be- 

fore and in the rime of the prophetick re: 

tw, Accordingly, * Yorſtize tells us r Porſt.ub.ſup. 
the writings of the Jews , that among ma- 

ny other preparatory requiſites'to prophecy, 

che: firſt they lay down is FMyAaYy FOI 

4 Nataral diſpofition,an coxegne, a firm ind 

ſound conſtirution of body, that there/ap- . 

pear- no ſhew of a perſon crazy and" ſunk 

into phantaſms, - And 5 all writers ancient ; y,z1a4us; 
and modern have been careful ro ſecure the Treur. of the 
Divine Prophets in the Opinion of being 917% +1 
ſober and tarivnal, even while a&ted bythe toe, Aurtg. 
Prophetick Spirit, fully able-to conceive and Heb.1.1.Diſ.q 
expreſs what was ſealed upon their minds by - 

the hand of Goa npon them; God ſome- ©. © 
times ſent his Servants (as *Fpiphanins di-7,c oo Hes 
ſtinguiſheth) txaror 13 Fwy , the Ecftary © © 

of fleep (inthe filence ' and 'compolare ' _—_ 
whereof, the Son! might beſt acrend"rhc x41 
fofter whifperings of the Spirit) 9 tnecz- s 
ow oper» , mot an Ecftaſy- of mind, where- 
by the Underſtanding became uſeleſs , -=_ 
oY on the 


tar.c.6.ſc.1. 


x Pet. 1.10. 
| wRars ſub 
V.T. Prophe- 
tie donum 
contingebat 


mY" 1 w12s F. 
mis punxts, 


Tis 7 mt 
Ocanng. eſſent 


Bant Prophe- 

Larum Schole. 

_ Sap. 7. 
27. 


inſtituti. Cui 
rei inſervie- phets, whoſe rudeneſs would have rendered 
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the language confuſed and inconſequent : 
whereas the Ethnick Prophet was opjaroy 
Aiugr On , the Organ of the Devil, ſound- 
ing forth ſuch diſcordant and rude airs as he 
indbired him with , of which the perſon 
ſcarce [retained the remembrance when the 
fit was over, *Tis noted of the Idol-Pro- 


phee, that he uſed not to prophecy V4 
ule 


v Mcim. 146-7 "1D 1D u till in the previous 


of ſome extatical ſolemnities, he became 
frantick and epileptical. 

To this Natural was ſuperadded 4 Divine 
Widows, great Skill in the Law of God, and 
the myſteries relating to the perſon and 
CR of the.. Mefiah, in conjunQion 
with a divine Philoſophy , the knowledg 


if: 3ic qui diu of the works of Nature, with reference to 


piety and virtue, (the moſt valued learning 


& in2519,j. of thoſe whiter Ages of the World.) God 


did not wuſe to hazard the reputation of 
his Oracles by truſting them with ſuch Pro- 


their perſons and Meſſage to the common 
ſcorn , but the prophetick Spirit found them 
or made them wiſe and underſtanding men : 


x Scripture and that in ſo eminent a degree, that the ti- 
ſeems to refer tle of TDN wiſe men = ſeems to have 
vo theſe 1381cr- Heen anciently the peculiar addition of Pro- 
Jer. 8.8,9,10. Phets and uſed charaQeriſtically , as Scribe" 
Mr-23-34- was Originally the diſtinQiive title of Sox 
Hoſ:g.,, Of the Prophets, and an expectant of Fw 
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| facred fiihRion : - and therefore an ancient 
' Docor'P of the- Jewiſh Nation tells usy cited by 
2m porn Iv DByWx "RPA 
71ND WIN CORN after 40 x _ F 
gears (the time they aſſign to prophecy af- 
ter the ſecond Temple) aff the Wiſe-men 
were called the Men f the great TYnageget : 
as conceiving that title now too Auguſt and 
ſacted for them to wear, as the Primitive Bi- 
ſhops did the title of Apoſtles, ro whoſe 
places but not to their meaſures of the Spi- 
rit they did ſucceed; and from hence it 
' came to paſs, thatall the Devils prophets 
that aſſumed the $kill, uſurpt alſo the ſtile 
of God's Prophets , and were intitled 
z Wiſe men, and perhaps the more anci- z Dan.2.:2, 
ent Philoſophers amongſt the Gentiles, 2S23 1, 
they borrowed their Wiſdom , ſo alſo the a $c14.de Fur 
ſtile of 790! or wy men, from the prophe- 4 & Gem: 
tick Doors of the Jewiſh church ſo emi- 
nent in all the parts of Wiſdom, 
By Vw) the rich may there, they un- 
derſtand (as Þ Maimonides expounds the b apud CL. D. 
word) 1P2N2 NDVN the man that rej ate: 
ceth in his portion, of riches, honor;heahh, . 
ogg which his father hath allotted to 
im, that is of 4 contented and chearful 
Spirit : for as that water which is not mud- 
ded with Earth nor ruffled with the wind , 
is moſt apt to receive and refle& an image, 
ſo that Minde which is not ſoyled with co- 
vetous 


38 | 
vetous delires as with earth, - nor ompe- 

ſed with anger or ſorrow, .as withiwind, is 
molt receptive of a prophetick. image and 
impreſſion, Accordingly we find none of 
Gods Prophets: (nay none of -his ſervants) 


ta this worlds goods; and fo far did they 

Rand from a moroſe and ſowr humor, that 
we {ſcarce read of any inſpired perſans but 
c Exod-15-27- were © frequent in the uſe of the inſtruments 
: Chron..s.., 8, Mufick, thatby the ſoft and gentle airs 

2 King, 3.15. thereof the 
and charm x fs unquiet thoughts into ſil- 

neſs and filence. | Sis 

wp that third ward 1124 they under- 

ſtood (I conceive ) theſe three excellen- 
CieS: (I) Great courage and preſence of 
mind: that which we may find all the 
Prophets in. Scripture eminent for : Upon 

which account-perhaps, the title of 37-8, 

ſtout or valiant, became the almolt diſtin- 

dive Epithite of a Prophet, Our foremen- 

-\-rmyags de tioned & Maſter , ſpeaking of Abrahaw de- 
C.. 
na this ſtout one, And fome. of the Rabbis 
conjecture, that the Moneth - 75ſrs or Sep- 
| tember is ſtiled EmDIMNR PV 1 Kings 8.2. 
the moneth of the Valiant, becauſe (fay 
| <mic.z.8. They) three great Prophets were born there- 


Ie.50.7- in, But this © ſingular preſence of mind, I 
=... conceive rather an effe&t of then a diſpoſi- 


ti0n 
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in Scripture for an inordinate love. 


might. allay all undue heats, , 


{cribes him by the character of FI TITVR 


\n/ 


wy an JW  @#< Aawm * 
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' } Car,2, FYulpar Prophecies, 


> 


tion to the prophetick Spirit, ( 2.) Power 


' over inordinate _ , for fo Mai- 
$ 


monides having asked (upon occaſion of 
this Maxim) who « the ſtrong man? 
makes anſwer '\8! FIR WI1IN, the mas 
that ſubdues his concupiſcence ; for herein 
the true ſtrength and vigor of the Soul re- 
ports it ſelf, that it can maintain its ſupre- 
macy, and give cheek to all its rebel-paſ- 
ſions: and therefore eyzezraa. (a word 
uſed in Scripture for temperance) ſignifies a 


2: having ſomewhas in ones power, and hold- 
* ing it within the compaſs of ones ſtrength. 


All inordinate paſſions the Fews uled to 
ſtile the wvails of the Prophets, which inter- 
cepted the light of Prophecy, ready” other- 
wiſe to fall upon them , and therefore right- 
ly judged, a power over the motions of the 
lower Soul eſſential co the Prophetick 


*®State. (3.) Singular gravity and ſewve- 


rity of life and manners : for in ſuch a ſence 
the word occurs, 3 Saw, 22.26, 1121 Sy. 
DYDN with the ffrongly or heroically per- 
feet, thowwilt fheiw thy ſelf perfet#, Anda 
late-flearned Papiſt concetves that the title #Facob. Bold. 
of TI'MA2 Gey, 6. 4. was anciently thej? F< « 
diſtintive charaQer of the Prophets, and x7; 2.7” 
that we are not there and in other places to 
underſtand (as we tranflate it) Gyants, 

ſed homines virtute & [anttitate ad miracu- 

lum uſ[que patentes, & quaſi Gygantes * = | 

| whic 


Ecclef, ante 


The Vanity of Cart} 
which he pives.ſeveral reaſons, It hath been Þ 
the acknowledged doctrine both of Fews, 
Chriſtians, yea Heathens, that God never 
ſers up a prophetick light but in golden 
candle-ſticks, perſons of moſt refined minds 
and maners, Amongſt the Jews it obtained 
gHucuſexe {© much, that 8 Maimonides tells us that 
fuit,qui dice- hitherto there was never the max that would 
re voluerit, {ay that God did cauſe the Divine Majeſty 
flvem ſum To dwell in abad man, but then only when he 
tvinem ba- had reformed he life : nay ſo afſur'd were 
_ nam they in this Doctrine, that the ſame Maſter 
ſed tum demi tells'us helſewhere, that if-a prophet ariſe 
© qe and ſhew them a ſign or a wonder, yet they 
erieri believe him not, if not found to have walked 
Maimon. Mor. "WWYWP2 IR1IN IVN 7n the waies of 
_ P.:. prophecy, in holineſs and ſeparation from 
h De ſundem. the world, in the ftudy of Wiſdom, 8c And 
tegch7.kc1225 much was this doctrine ſubſcribed unto 
Fud.Quic rer, bY the Chriſtians, | Origen takes notice 
div.bere. that the Prophets God ever ſpake by , 


il.7.cont.Celſ. were eminent Ha mo 18 Biov So pupmgy X% 


$336. 
BY (39) ex tugror, for the inimitable ſantti- 

ty and incomparable ſettlednefs of life and 
kchrih.a co HITS and many more befides himſelf 


1 4+ Fa. Cited by a k Modern writer concerning Pro- 
.co\ 4 oo ph n And the very. Heathens thought 
$08. the Divine Majeſty did ſo hate to rouch 

any unclean thing , that the propherick il- 
. Japſes could never grace an impureSoul, 4-- 
fotle (ſpeaking of propherick dreams) tells 
| us 


Ay i Aa 
off * 


% y-rpe Ml 4 


713 emmys "y ry; 
200. to gs beſt and iſe of nminm, 


ferently and as it happens, an 
ceit - and therefore the wikehe: 
pared themſelves for thegeception ofany tli- 


vine communications by. abſtinencies, waſh-! 


ings,\ ſome fantaſtical ſeparations:and::{an-; 
Rities ; which proceed pon: at tacit ſenſe: 
of this truth, = ce ightof heayen' catinot 
ſhine through dirt and filth, nor God-ever 


make an unhallowed place ;or:perſon, bis- 

Oracle. | And: if we la Saidunvs we 

ſhall find that howſoever the.order of Kings 

by:whom the Judicial ; and-jof) Priefts P 

whom the Ceremonial law; was a 

was maintained by a. natural-and;;heredithry: 

ſucceſſion of perſons in- the families bb: .4- 

vid and Aron; yet the order of Prophets 

(by. whoſe care the-Moral-law was eſpecial-: 

ly ſecured), was alwaies eletiye :-nexer\any} - 

born: Prophes:iof the Fews.,' but the office © ' 

was ſerved by,ſuch perſons:as God found 

qualified , ':generally with-wiſlom, always 

with piety,” And therefareiour Savior: calls . 

us wy may: know; tal{-Prophers . by their Mar. 7.15, 
: by ſome evil. {or ſome do+:5. 

vine which. directly 'rends- ro. incourage 

them,, ; As for the: inſtances of ® Amor, Ba, ann, jo: 

ew and -Gaigphes, _ ray” be opal 


| 
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ro:what hath he hs , Ht retuth bue 
"this: ( for breviey's fake ) rhat they are ex> 
and in their COTS. 


of-young coakin 


d;cherefore (like the 
: they ſeem to ſhake, - - 


of: treeg)do- bur more fully 
:nd erele rhe:fute: the 

Having thus fitted our prophetick - bal- 
lance, if we-proceed now to weigh our pre- 
tending:Prophets therein. they will be foxnd 
greatly. wanting. For the greater part of 
our little Prophets, appear devoid of that 
natural wiſdom, and ſoundneſs of mind of 
which the rrue yu”—_ of God gave ſuch 
undoubted- evidences, That word Mayles 
Prophets (deriving from Mavic madneſs) car- 
ries in the Original thereof a remembrance 
what kind - of crack'd metcal,, the Eth- 
nick Prophets of old were-generally made 
of ::and 1t derives = ſuſpicion apon our 
modem' Prophers- of ſome {ſuch crazy tem- 
per, thar ſo.9-grear a part' of theſe zgxes 
f@#si: have riſen from the boggs of the Ro- 
miſh cells and hermitages; where the ſtri& 
tions from- y and honeſt buſt- 
che -high applanſes of an abſtract and 
ecſtarical devotion, the ſeyere diſciplines of 
the Dany LINER faſtmgs and fcotrg- 
ings,the ſtrict forbidding of Marriage to-per- 
fons not [capable of that doctrine, the cot | 
mon. Opinion of the frequent viſits of the 
V, Mayy and other Saints vouckaft Eng 
» _ evere 


© See 4 book 

#ntit. Admira- 
ble and nota- 
ble Prophecies 
uttered by 24 
Roman Ca- 

tholicks. bY gefs 
James Max- He 
mel.cd. 1615- 


rieYoabraf-- Con W 


Ca p i, 


Vulg ar Prophets; 
ng livers, togecher with 4” bpitiion 
ſuch devour ſingularities, 

the ohne: Fel and intimacies with God, 
pond eaſily fait of mnroxitating , weaker ' 
__ iRawy = conceir _ ſome 
V1iHoOAnsS prophetic - 

aitions;  Atentondy ſack Moron Gps 
pw and rapruriſts Vos flowtrbat of thoſe 
ves in ſome ages, that the Counti of 
conftante, Anno 1415 , Was conven'd (as 


P Ger [of tells''us) _— to decermilieþ rr4#. 4s 
which ſhould paſs for -Cationicat' and Frobagyir- 


which for Apectyphal ts in 'that 
Chairch : ant che many ah tallacies pt, 
evetiupon wiſe men, by ſuch frequetit Vi- 
ſioniſts, pur: hin upon writing 'thoſe 1earm- 
ed afd PioUs pieces extant it! the collection 
of 'his works, ' De Probatione Tres = 
8 UViratum viſionam-4 bor 
examine Dofvinurum, or thac Epiſtle = 
rituled Dodf/in4” id quendam Eremitant 
in all ;which he doth with great Sobriety 2nd 
Chtiſtian veal adviſe againſt the ſpreading 
infection of 'thoſe' more ſoltmn and denn» 
rey J—_ Viſions and - ed Pt6- 
. Nof perhaps will thar refmi be 
oupht 4 bole ler fly withotit aim, if the 
Rader confider further how frequent ſuch 
ophetick viſions and illapſes ate with theſe 
perſons; Revelations uſually are as familiat 
with theth as Argiimenrs with othet' meti 
| D 2 | thoſe 


.1N he'Vexity of : Care 


iv. Epitom. na, and Drabiciws, which of late year$have: 


.madeſuch a noiſe 5» Germany (as fruirful in 
Enthuſiaſts as Africa in monſters) had their. 
weekly or dayly Viſions, and: heard from 
God almoſt every day : and the Viſions ;of 
any. one of them may compare numbers with 
all that the ©” >onges writings make men- 
tion of, A confideration that will give -us 
2-great jealouſy that the moſt of them were 
but-the viſions of a diſturbed -Fancy, and 
the ſpurious iſſues of that inchanting humor 
of Melancholy which will preſent as many 
delufive images to a man as a conjurers glaſs. 
And perhaps, therefore did the holy:Pro- 
phets record the year and the month - when: 
they received the divine illapſes, that . fo 
their Viſions and Prophecies might not 'be 
thought. the fatal 'and therefore _—_— 
workings of that black humor in- them , 
but the arbitrary, and therefore oft interrup- 
ted, Viſits of the true prophetick Spint, 

It we proceed next to make ſearch. into 
their acquired -Wiſdow , we-ſhall ſoon per- 
ceive them greatly unworthy the title they 
aſſume :, Is the hundredth part of them- (as 
formerly) improved by any ingenuous edu- 
cation-? are they ' not. perſons generally 
whoſe groſneſs and ignorance gives them a 
great confidence credulity, and talkative- 
neſs , three gifts of ſingular uſe to men of 


44 | foi Card 
via. Revet. thoſe three 94. Prophets,  Kotteras.,"Chreſti 


their - 


Cav, rag Sadie 45 
thetr profeſſion” zre they not filly women , 
S.” Brigi, $ Hildegardis ,"'S, Catherin $e- 
nenſis,” S. Tereſla, 4 Matild, 'S, Elizabeth, 
which are of eft name for Prophecy in 
the Romiſh Church £ 'Who were che men 
in the _ times' What wie Zomr "he oy 
nion of Pr an tion, bur-t 
which ( ihe Lyon i ed writ) wonld r :Kin. 33.18 
gladly teat” God's learned Prophets''in 
Pieces, but had a kindneſs'for the Aſs * The 
"Ebiomites''(a"fort of ancient 'Enthuſtafts ) 

*' Euſcbins tells took' theit' name originally « ;;5,;, c.." 
from ''the' Hebrew word [1 2N ſignifying 
poor, 3s Thy Mevryhidp mis Af roins nfs, 
eoanſe of the pan of their under funding - 
and' vin, of en the 'Enthuſiaſts of fees 'contloe 
his time, citho ari ſunt ſupra ” 
Juan dici por, and as Ved is that num 
of pretenders fo revelation w3s.it Germany, 
(even 40000) the* Hiſtorian relates,” *in* 5leid. Com> 
tants hominum- colluvie; A w#nans holdem Ment. l. 5. 
inventus traditur qui literits- didicetit'? ' In 
farh 4 rout of people, the'followers of rheir 
Prophet Muncer, 'not a man was found thit - 
conld read ;- and 'of * David George (thiltu £4 David 
oy new New-light of Germany in the ille homo exi- 
Age) ”tis recorded, 'thit-He was's 48 tie or 
—_ Learning, but of an * ' extragrdinat "J philautie men 
if-teve,” *Tis only bechuſe” the” men are pim=rlUb.8m, 
the- dark, 'that - every-otteri-ifn tio rig. Grorp, 
thifies to them! and-160ks' like” Propheep. e.47. 
2g1 D 3 


. Fa con C i 
They are 'ealuly. un U a 
fancy, becauſe the age nad ws 


ſober and enduring principles, 

And their Morals will appear as unpror- 
thy of che Prophetick dignity as their at 
leQuals,, Are they not perſons 8 
diſcogtented Wm Rog preſent ftate oF 
things, and therefore elap, the mantle. of 
Seq overithe-devil of Sedition, and. dif- 


wze the withes of or encquragements.uato 

ome ſudden lagna the acred livery ofa 
exereme mely ndigens ang therefore have ther 
£jes' much #pan the rewards. of Divination? 
ace. chey nat perſons. commonly of 4 vecy 
moroſe and. ſowr hymoy ; eſpecially, where 
they perceive themſelves neglected © . ,is 

ay: pd ſhadow of that Pee d Bravicy: J 

landity, contempt of the profics an 

"— this world which made the fa- 
ces of: God's Prophets to ſhine before men - 


har indifferency to the Opinions of men 
covers-it {elf in Lage, Bags much Fw 


tices of men affect 3 uhn 1 - 

apy ece's wy grabs afſix-50 
ROD TAK: > ning if. - ever they 
thi £as. we may A l 
Mo Earvſaeven there be 2 yey critical ar 
Hin Opal the Gaſpels how ov all the ling 
: cv gy 4 yrrhal prophecy -] 
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| Caniil Yolgartorophitty, 


wi 'Y- Wa 


| Senſuallicy and: oppoſition to: Magiſtrates; 


eſpecially for purity, or” perfe& ſubmiſſi- 
| 4 


red in the perſon 6f-our Savior, and how all 
were. exaQtly fulfilled-which-reterred to him 
hm PT orRer apr re in 
anarticle as his being the true Mefſtab) 
there-is ſo little incimation; ni rv 
how thoſe other 'prophecies (in Daniel eſpes 
cially and the. Revelations) : of a more cons 
mon and worldly. reference, had their ac+ 
campliſhmenes, 'that chere is: ſcarce any:ar- 
_ —_ m_ I in 
dtermining the and ſeafons of thety': 
and-this,- thar God's \ might ap> 
petr ſatisfied from themſelves, and nothing 
{ollicitous aboucthe Opinion" ofa vain man, 
Bur eſpecially notorious ſhall we find theſe 


—— Prophets for Senfualliry and Se- 
dition, The Gnoſticks which atrogaced ſuch . 
an intimacy with God-ſtand+ branded; with 


in » Sacred writ,'! '/Mahomer was a moſt uns " E?-S:Jud. 
clean and turbulenc/Propher, the chief Do» 7p... i». 
Qrines taught and practiced by-the Munceri> 

ans in Germany, were Multiplicity of Wives, 

and No wecefiity of - Magiſffsacy + and that 

falfe. np nor (whether perſon or Socies 

ty Yin the Revelarrox iS called * Ferebet\ xRyv.2.20, 
who was a very turbulent and a-'very laſcivis 

ous Waman, 'VWhereas when the'true Spirit . 

of : Prophecy was powred out upay men; in 

the Primitive times, it 'made them famous 


C41 


on 


The Katuty.of' Can] 
bn to the moſf inhumane Magiſtrates;  -' 
{..; To: thinkinow-that the prophetick Spirit 
(if yet found/in:the world) balks all the more 
bvely images of: God therein; all choſe per- 
ſons whoſe: ſingular»lives:and learning were 
moſt likely to. derive a reputation-upon their 
meſſage, and dwells with-thoſe which have 
ſcarce any thing .of man, | befides ſpeechrand 
figure, 1s to: approach wery ,near:the judg+ 
ment. of. the old; Heathens; fubſcribed:-by 
y Ou wivey 9 Celſus, that bruit beaſts. were not only wifey 
+2 Ao = then 'Man+kind;;but more dear to God © 2 con+ 
| 25.145; Cit eaſily; pardonabletor:their hypotheſps, 
erYpwany that God conyeyed;the-knowledg of futu- 
ev7v5, 40 Fities tomanzthitough them; ': The * Fathers 
Y <p part thought it ſufficiently to_ reproach the faith 
cont.Celſ1.4, Of all the Ethnick' Prophecies and Oracles , 
P-227- un, £BAr they vere. delivered/by: perſons notori- 
cc1[.159.347 28S for nothing but the groſsneſs of ' their 
minds. or: manners. | It: will -here! perhaps be 
.  oppoſed' that very mariy--modern Prophets 
have been perſons of unſtained lives, per- 
ſons. whoſe. .piety and Her rt reflected 
3 mutual grace. upon each. other, To which 
I anſwer, 'Fhbat; we ſcarce ever met with a - 
«Mic. 3.5.41, falſe propher in = Scripture but challenged 
Ezcc.13.22. for ſome-enormity of life: or dotrine , -and 
Mac 17: cherefore the Spirits which came our of. the 
month of the Falſe Prophet, are well em- 


bRev.16. 13. blem'd by b frogs, which as they can- only 
croke and make a noiſe, 10 they live inthe 


mud, _—_— 


Cav;2] Ydlgat prop tkes. 

_ mud, and are impure creatures, And as it 
was hen, ſo it is generally now, Paracelſus 
(ſeveral of.. whoſe . Prophecies-are EXLant.) 
was a walking 'Dunghil {ſd offenſive andcor- 
rupt his life)" ſtory do not miſreport him, 
d Savanarole (the ltalian ) was:con- < 7: IS 
demned, |by'the Senate of P orence,” tothe _— 
| bre, fot TE 7 Seditions in the State; © Dra- Bel. Neapol. 
bicius ((0- _— the diſcourſe of laee)'was 5; :f Drabic. 
7 excommiinicate for his "pie maners 3 Hil. per 


r) Pubong A.C.p.13% 
for the Piety' of the reſt, ir Tl 
+ pacewith the] Proph ecy, being ally ker 
cal! as that, -conſiſting+in fone pathetical 
Prayers, yehement ex reſſions. - bodily ſeve- 
L rities, affected anomalies and averſions 
) the innocear: ufages of men, not ina; 
- Humility and ymverfal Charity; But 
r of theſe m__ were {0 teally "religious: as ft © 
2 
$ 


not, long. before- he fell. ai prop 


is pretended; .I cannot weaken their title"to 
Prophecy by this: firſt: Conſideration; bur 
may poſſibly effect it' by oe: that "hall ».1.,c4O\ 
ſaccers, 2 0 v3 man 


% 
A I 


fOrig. 1.7. 
cont. Cell. 
P:335- 
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CHAP, IL 


Yulgar Prophecies proved w4ip from the in- 


"* Prophee 
| Long cime pr xed for their accompliſb: 
on 


Soverd! thrcumfheys 


. ies may be allowed giong time to be arc 


" tranfick circumſtances of them, 


$1263 74 the matiey and flile of theſe Pro- 


, whioh them unwort God. 

Sts be qrrenly drow in numbers ON! as 

0) Vaniy,and why. The Devits Oracier of 
delivered uſaally is Perſe. Why ufnerwar 


_ matur al and. familiar - Tully's excepti | 
| l uededly of En Rs Ii Ja What "ip - 
- - pearance of Poetry in the Prop Theſs 


perry Hinge. 
ies nated to bs delivered without any or 4 very 
: Wſcleſs up- 


iſhed ins 
but 20; Vulgar. Tbe. Devil concluded to influence theſe 
Fidgar Prophecies, and thereſore not to be credited. 


account 30 any good end.- 


Ur ſecond. Conſideration; to evince 
the Vanity of theſe petty Oracles, 


| Confidera.z. is d : Their ery ſhape and charatter ſpeab 


thew greatly unworthy of God, who atone i 
able to declare the t ings that are to come. 
For:* they ſeem nor: at all level'd ( what 
_ noted of old of wo Devil's m_ 
itions) aggs 7 bHspoply EC Ireawedu 
#-xluy 49m pwoy TH &v,Segwrruy, to the bet- 
tering and correftion of mens lives and 
»4xecrs, but rather to Curioſity and Sedi- 
tion in the State, * God is ſeldom owned in 
them as the Author of the Evils foretold, 
nor:Repentance as the remedy, * They fre- 
quently betray men (by ſome ambiguous 


The Yanity of -* : Car 


expreſſion) 


_ MM. a.m i A. a6 its. ad ix oat ans cons Sw at. Ad EI. IS 


s "Cues Palger Prophevies 


em," 29.the Evils CI 


of,.* One gl 


9 06.90% pe rode 
ro h mmdec , Tt we mol that 
i {Ks drag by ogy tg craſs and 

ads " another," ay Ee No 
deb liar Mo Lan wen 
Inna, being bonne the _— 
bh, hat ig a + ro any ALErRretgnon, 
*.The knomledg they pretend to- gives, 
proficable.ro.n0 great end, whereas all; the 
gifts of che $piie ce beſtowed 
Fez», to ſame.common benefit; . *.T hay we 
generally delivered in ſuch affected barks; 
PIG. ra Liege cy piRturgs.and 
thing of thae grace 
ond ek which am the breathings of 
the -trae Spiric, of Prophecy; in Tare. 
* Eveags are oft- farecgld in; chem, wit _—_ 
thoſe circumſtances of cine, place, pa 
and thedike, which mighe che Ev 
to-be as well. foreſeen as foretald when chey 
come to paſs,; *'The..matters faretold: in 
them-are;cheap. 4nd-trivial, and fuch 45:ic 
were infinitely þetcer for men not ta know. 
*. The: pretended Yiſoas, often monſizqus 
beyoud thefitions of Bad/ape, the file for- 
ing and\uneven, like the, heated , ſpirits 
which. ogadu kk. bn ſhort,. Lee bug-any 
ea& ayer the Praphegies of Seip- 


&wags & vl; £7 Ca-127 


cure, 


ſwade him that they wete 
| red by the fame Spirit, ' 

{--But there are''two things of 'more eſpecial 

note in theſe Vuſgar Prophecies; whichare 

the Characters of Vanity : (1) Thoſe Potti- 

cal numbers in which they are frequently deti- 

wifed + For wheteas all the'great' Prophers 

6f God delivered themſelves (in a natural 

and' unfore'd order of .words, the far greater 

ew theſe pretended Oragles of elder and 

irer times are delivered in Veſt, the better 

to ifichant the fancies of the people, and ro 

become obſervable; for an Oracle in Verſe 

at once commands and courts the Soul to a 

regard thereof," The Devil's Oracles of old 

were ſo generally clothed-in' numbers, atid 

thoſe enamel'd' with all- the curiofities' of 

art; that when they became about the times 

of Plutarch more familiar and ſimple, it was 

ſd much obſerved, that he wrote a Diſcourſe 

_ upon' the occafion, intitled awe FP pr oypory 

h eds Go . tuples voy * Dv.vidp, Why the Pythia "Ink 

a%s F ze17- mot now'as heretofore'sſe Poetry in her Ora- 

&F im x cular Speeches. To ſatisfiewhbich Queſtion, 

20-42, Among other things, he tells' his Reader, 

 dtperey, Thath God had now rembved from his 0- 

«7 4jie- ractes, Poetry, and variety of -dialedt, and 

X 252d - cjrcumelocution., and obſcurity," and ordered 

1s. them to ſpeak 10 thoſe which-counſult them, 

Ac 


ehuors. &c 
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Car.3] Pulgar Propheties. 53 
... | «« Kings to their People, and M "rd fo Shown 

1 | Scholars, in language- intelligible and; per-: 
ſweſove. Bur, this rather  ſhews the knor; 
then untcies it, The; true 'Reaſon of [this 


change of og was (I conceive) either 

becauſe-men- to ſuſpeR that where 

there was ſo much. of man appearing. in the 

Oracle there could not be much of God, and. 
thar Inſpiration is too hot and aQtive a thing 
| to move the ſober and cool-pace of a Poem : 
or elſe becauſe the tempers .of- men were 
[ grown more ſedate, their minds 8 diſcourſes, 
- 'ÞÞ not (o turgent. and ecſtatical as heretofore z 
or becauſe he ſaw the clouds began to break, 
y and God addreſt him to men in more nacu- 
' ral and familiar ways, and therefore the De- 
[ vil (who would never be. out of faſhion) 
| 
f 
5 
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came nearer to.the minds of men. and laid 
alide. the ſtate and ſolemnity he ometly 
ſpake to them with, ' Or perhaps becauſe: 
' ; gar of you — in ay 
ealte and negleRed language, to lie 
, | more expoſedtp the common view, and. he x 
} || would not have his to differ from them, but- 
_ #- toimicatethem, , There is that,.coolneſs.and 
curiouſneſs in a Verſe,which ſpeaks it great- 
ly unſuitable to-the vehemence and ſeriouſ(- 
neſs of the Prophetick- Spirit, It uſeth to 
beget tranſports of mind, which cannot bear 
the flownets and. nicety of a:Poem ;. for, as, 
common and . quotidian thoughts are be- 
neat 
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i Tull. de div. ate fit to fly, Ahd therefore?! Tuly enters 
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this judicious exception againſt the Srby {ie 
Oracles of his wo. that they were delt- 
veted it Verſes; and many of" choſe 4eev-- 
fiiths , "nd carried the evident tokens of 

art" hd contrivitice ; and therefore (Qith 
bel wag hs attis & Hiligentia rant, quan in-' 
_— G & motus;, they we rather the 

of Art and diligeate, then Evnthufoaſmt 
and tinine wothon. Not is the-E : 


t chis 
Exception of Twly; That vt Book of Job is 
ons and ſome of the Plaltis Acroſtichs, 
of any great momenr ; thoſe writings beins 
ſpied by e4þ11 M1 the Holy Ghoſt (as the 
Few5 diſtinguiſh) 4 more 'pentle and eafie 
ews, that wis ſtill and: Salre ahd ap- 
proath'd very tier to the thots "atibnul ad 
vine aQines bf -a- w | mind, 
Wheteas the motions of cle 1 ck 
Spiric {ſtrict rf pred ho and vehe- 
ment;-and the flow feet of 4 Verſe 
cannor hold pice withal, And as for the 
Poerty in thoſe Books, 'it is rather” ih 'the 
> ered of chem then it chemen-. 


' Forif there be any ſet mimbers 
ved in them, t in gently fo myſe 
| olly couth'd that none of the have 
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ſhould make no-grear doabt to to vio ns 
og Prophets axp rhqmbg li pork 
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Another thing bs which claims the Vand- 
ty of theſe Yulgar Prophecies,is,the circam= 
ance of time with which hp are generally 
delivers: For either they prefix no time 
at all, or a very long thereof tor be 
accompliſh d'in, whereby they can mitifter 
neither to the honor of God nor the good 
of man, For they can give no G— ra 
his Providence or Preſcience, becauſe they 

will be though to be fulfilled by chance, or 
= Prophecy (becauſe long ago delivered) 
tren, and the Eyetit, when ir 
= 336 to have ſtood in no rela 
rion at all ery . oe —_ 
it-ma , by the ty thereof; 
beget woedes in men, but not piery. Nor 
can any man be warned by them: to avoid an 
Evil, which ma wn Froap'n (for ought he knows) 
not till his head be laid 1 ermns fv 


check to the ſms of the time, for 
be ready to ſay, like the ſcorters in the Pto- 


pher, The days are prolonged, and every Vi- gr 2s. 


leth, Not ( fail) ſhall 
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bis impaltures, The condition of thofe Pro= 
phecies 
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places in acre Wie; which rake Agestai Y | 
e accompliſh/d, in, is. quige! different , for: 'Y 
they ſtand perpetuated in Scripture ,' and: - 
therefore fall under the daily notices of men; 
fo chat when the Events foretold 'come to 
paſs, they may readily be compared with. 
the. Prophecies';-,which, the more'ancient 
date. they. bear , the more” wogderful wilh 
they. appear when ;accompliſh'd., and-che 
more full. reports will they -make'of theit, 
divine Original, and of the Scripture where-; 
in they are found.. For there is:nothing doth: 
ſo ſeal the Faith of the.divine Inſpiration of 
Periprare, as the various Predictions there- 
in, deliyered at ſuch diſtant, times and pla- 
ces, exactly accompliſh'd in their 'ſeaſons. 
But theſe Yulgar. Prophecies are either not 
delivered to wnting at. all, or the writings 
forgotten, or look'd into but by a fewEurt-. 
ous:perſons, and therefore eaſily altered and: 
varied '(as the Prophecies of Merlin have 
been) as might ſuit occaſions, or mens hu- 
mors, Beſides, though even thoſe Scrip- 
ture-Prophecies,which are of a more catho- 
lick concern (as thoſe relating to the Meſ-: 
ftah and his Kingdom) received a ſlow ac-, 
compliſhment, yer the Prophecies of a more 
confined reference. did not uſe to.go long; 
before they were delivered of the: Evils 
they were pregnant with, ® eſpecially after 
men grew ſo wicked as to deride the Patience 


x 


nearer antrrertie eoaoeagn 


phe 2 roi by theſe ere ren cic 


upon the true ones, -or-abuſe the 
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h kr Devil for-his Oracle*-or. heis fick 


of things preſenc; g 0 tothe-Gors of 'Ekron (by 
f. F. arrending to atly Prophecy .of tacit) 
i for. iet and _ y Prophecy we value our 
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, the" Otacles.of-the, Father. of Lies e--Can 
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wy \bownd Lon the-ghrefe 


| mes partes cor: | putrairned ally 
3 jor en. id when:in ghgn Toles» whe: Wh, carried 
- " Inſter purpu- WD ll cre ent obeſorea 


72 rubcret, 
” &c. Vit. & 


 Ylor. S.Ignat. 
0 p 

ov} gp f 
214. 


| tis afio ws Ki ata or njtld Tuco wut rxcitaturoſeoaudss 
| _ auget noe; cupido, vel d, iniv. Qui b0:G7.. 53; | 
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are toitghed wich-applanſe, and chareforeadt 
to the height of cthemaſebves in,publicky bur. 
are cold and indifferent | where the breath 
of-man: 48: wanting to. excite; and blow 
them up, Tora © S03-ot ROQWEL 53297 4) 

Now: our! adenited Prophets having this 
natural feryor and; pregaancy: of Spirir:ro 
wing-[their- Fancies, :4nd this heat intended 
by. che. new forces of an'avu Own, (as 
Longines (ttles the; Farthy yapor: which :in+ 
ſpired the' Pythea:}:10n etchuſlaſtick vapor 
of heated Mantpeibng fromthe hyper 
chondrig,” it cangot:tail; of diiphaying it (elf 
1 ſuc} rapturous and- lofty-ftraits, of divine 
rtietarick 3! as hal}; be verily. :thoughe 20 | 
fSow::my vewe 1/ruclic, fromthe fame Dir" ©1.68.26. 
vine Spitit ' which / in{pired;che/Prophers': 
when :the perſans-az8 » but. 'beighened by-2 
fume ifomewhat more groſs anduntuly r 
pore” ay tr gry nn 
more: liappy. beatzand:;:(prucer. fancies; bave 
been thought the iſſue of borrowed Spirits, 
and - therefore the 'hlood | of : the: grape been 
generally -vouclied: by: thend the:molt natu» 
ral exciter:nf.uhe Powtick:. yen, - Beſides”, 
theſe: Prophets. are: anchodbageage for 
a more lively itnication of Enthuſiaſm above 
the'mote Viulgar:.pretendeys to it, by-an | 
FF exalted Imaginadion{:-For! the moſt vehe+ 
, mens: Objeas::of:;Religion, God, Heaven, 

jS Hell, the glories of the 1new Hiemfalem, ſower 
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n ©vint;t.In- they do ariſe, And therefore * Qujntilian 
Pirbras. to affiſ the power of Speaking very mo- 


| ſelves then God, if ir -could not raviſh the 
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rophetick Stheams, being made familiar to 

ds ſofter fancies, hand before their.minds 

in very diſtin@ and afﬀeQing ideasr, Now 
where imagination is thus boiled up and 'of- 
ren rub'd upon by the moſt moving 6b- 
jeas, it fails not of raiſing affeQions- and- 
and conſequently exprefions great and ve- 
hement as'the objects - are from- whence 


vingly and fluently extempore (which the 
Orators of thoſe times ſo much endeavnur- 
ed) adviſeth 'to imprint' upon imagination, 
garma, the images of 'the things we are ro 
ſpeak about:as if we were to ſpeak-abour rhe 
murder of any' perſon , ſuddenly to 'make 
all the terrible images - of the bleeding man 
to walk upon the Scene of Phancy,/ and ro 
ſer (as it were) before-our eyes all the 
black circumſtances of the action,-rhereby 
- quicken affeftion, and by that Expref- 
I intend not theſe words to ſtifle the de- 
vout ardots of holy men diſplayed in affe- 
Ctionate' o pantings after God and a divine ., 
Nature, in defires to00 big tor words, : divine | 
reliſhes, and that unforced Rhetorick which 
the abwndance of their hearts inftructs:them 
unto, when to beſpeak God in: private, 
For our Religion could no :more pleaſe our 
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, hearc'ag well vel pn ie, jo" werea kind of 
capir mortuum,an heavy, ſtark, infipid thi 
withour heat and Spit. Heat and-zeal is 
the 'calidum innatum of the New Man, | 
without 'which he neither lives nor moves, 

Only care muſt be had, that this hear and 
zeal (like the flamear Pentecoff) aſpire and 
; mount upward, but without firing the Pers 
ſons head; and making him of-coo hot and 
firy a temp& to” bear any confinement of 
Opinion or practice, by Scripture, laws or 
= _ of = men, Thave A —_ 

eltgn Morton ry nm the ig- 
norant imaginations of thoſe men ,. which 
(like the heathens of old) look upon heae 
and-noiſe, words full of charms thrown oue 
without method or meaſure” the ſud- 
dain , and very vehement- affeQions , the 
ſymprtomes of a pexſon full-of God, and ma- 

ed by ſome power tranſcendent to natural, 
Whereas all theſe things, howſoever, like 
Meteors, they carty an heavenly appearance 
in the cie of ignorance, we have tound of 
a _ _ and NN nt tion Nor 
y Is 1ghty power they may have over? "ExCax- 
the Spirits of Cabin, any argument-'to-the*<*" Sd a 
contrary z all fluent language ; feathered;7 #*%,.* 1 
with ſofc and delicate phraſes, and pointed (uu aojws | 
with'-patherical accents, being naturally7” % «aac- 
fitted (as the ſtage will aſſure us) romake, ou, 
8 deep impreſiion upon the heart, _ p Plwr 84 95 as, 
Ao oo, © # 3. 
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" ſers| of Language, the- Gracias: Soprifts 
diſcovered m »com 

theit Orations:;: tells-us; that they rgtſed s 
4 kind of Bacchical Enthuſiaſm Fond init 
ported their hearers, with ſame words, 
ſoft and effeminate phraſes.and accents, and 
4 kind of fnging times And no: doubt 
thoſe hearers, -oat whom he there ſpeaks; 
which uſed to applaud their Orators at the 
end oof their Declamations with a T«&ws,I6> 
@opines 5 Spar its 's' emegntws , divitely'; 
heavenly, inmitably ſpoken's found them- 
{elves as much ftirred'and moved ;as many-a 
Man at a Sermon, iwho.yet thinks *cs:not 
the Art of the Preacher| bue the. Spirit of 
God that warms and excites hun, 

- Ic 1s further alledged in vindication of 
theſe Prophecies, that they: are -no- evanid 
and" Janguithinig- unaginations z- but come 
upon the \minds of thoſe that have them 
with" a light and evidence; which bears be: 
fore it- all ſcruple about their divine Origi- 
nal: Now the Devil or Melancholy-can- 
not $0369 ſeal the mind with Opinions 
which carry that energy-with them as theſe 
do :\ ſo that the-'yery great Strength of che 
Impreſsjons (like that of Samſon ) _ 
the mighty preſence of God with "them: 
For. how did the Prophets of God of old 
know themſelves divinely intited bur by 
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fine: fhur'up mithiwtbetr boges,' \hetite: they 
pu praty 'of -forbearing... aud . could nat 
anifl <5 Av c2177- E912 07 Yoares!: 
dn whence theſe ptophetick. phan- 
cies'come to be thus vigorous and importt- 
nace thall be inquired 4n ____ 3 \for-the | 
preſenr,..T afſert-(. yet nor. 7 bar the = Lord) **Theilare, 
that\there-may. be.an Grip Mays, Cner- "A 
Uh Error as well as Truth; which may 
rongly carry a man quite ous of the heati 
of:what.ever reaſon may be \tendered to-difo 
abuſe him, {7hrogeret tells us of ſome En- m—_ 
thufraſts of his time, which receiving the wdleturh-. 
vigorous working of. ſome Damon in them, wor, ral 
rook "it" to be the preſence of the Holy Ghoſh, 777 
f And* Gerſon of. manyothers," of which ove+ 7/7 I 
| 


; : . Glas, Tawr!, ; 

ry .one had it (he.ſaid) certarudy revealed to SamapCle 
im-thatihe fhonlal be Pope,” Amongſt-which woes FOR 

there was one of great name aud learning <4 


which. left this tevelation- 4n writing with : Inter bes 
hes own hand, and © endeavonurtd to make it ew — 
good 'by many arguments and- conjefFures © famous boc 

- and we find in Scfipture, falſe Prophets as ©#am propria, | 
much prerendings plerophories: and ſtreng _— lege, 
of 'pertwaſion as *the- crue, As for thoſe reliquir & . - 
CharaQers whereby Gods Daten were ren 1 
enabled ro' diſtinguiſh intallibly- a divine ptrimis aſe- 

| Z£; oF i- } Tere cCOndarns 


ef. J. Ga De diſtin; ver. vil, 3 fallſs, | 
F 4 dream 
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of the 'De- 


der: . 4 Prophet when he is aſleep. may d- 
ftinguiſh a Prophetical dream and that which 
i not ſuch, by the vigor andlivelineſs of the 
perception, whereby he apprehends the thing 
propounded , or elſe by the imbecility 'and 
weakenefs thereof. And therefore Maimon. 
hath ſaid well, All Prophecy makes it ſelf 
known to the Prophet thart ic is _— 
indeed, that: is, makes itſelf known to the 
Prophet, by the ſtrength and vizor of the per- 
h that bis mind « freed from dll 
ou le whatſoever about it. (A notion which 
he there endeavours to-build UP by Scnp- 
tures, but how ſhort they fall of reaching 
the proof thereaf , the indifferent: Reader 
may ally perceive.) But though I doubr 
not but the divine illapſes madea very deep 
impreſſionupon the minds of holy men, and 
came attended with ſuch light and: evidence 
as Chaſed away all ſhadow of ſcruple about 
their divine Original, yet I think co. afſerc 
this viyacity of-impreſſion the diftintive 
charaQer of divine þ 
flaſms and dreams, is neither true nor ſafe, 
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Which will pe 2 by what time I 
have ſhewn the Reader, 'that the Ancient 
Int ers of Dreams ed /by-ſome 


ſuch rule as this. Artemwdores gives this dif- 


ference between "Oy«pO. & 'Exvniioy, a na- 


tural and divine Dream: Emmioy pov 
"xr ver Tor; 4 common Dream « the meer 
figment of men aſleep , of which he faith, 


wSo far as it appears in- ſleep it is vigorous w "Ony # 


ſoon as the ſleep determines, that vaniſheth"f? 
from the Mabe: Bur then"OrepO- 4 di- panes $5 
vinatory. 'Dream., cripye al, hath 4 morets). 
lafting gry! wpon the mind, * creates a're- =" 9v tis vie 


e | 
#4 'S + . Tine. canary GFe9t- 3 
 gardof the futurities declared init,ingageth deedi8: | 


endeauer, and i made apt extreamly to ftir wxiymy, x 
up andexcite the Soul that hath it, Bell ; voy © 
it that power and evidence, with which a7" + 
conceir may bear down the mind to a per- 7,7... 
{waſton' thereof, may be preferred the Sign jeiper + v 
of its divine Original, how many men ſhall #944» 7 

we ſaon have that will look demurely, and you he 


tell the World (as the Sons of Fancy a- Rad. O- 


mong us uſed to do) that God hath mage ncirv< 1-1-cte |} 


ont t wy that to them, _ that thus &' much 
upon their ſpirits, and therefore paſt que- 
y notes ww” nes from God 2 ms kr 
As for thoſe accomplith'd Prediftions 
brought to ſupport the falling credit of theſe 


# foot out of joint, For ada 2. > 


and ative upon the Scene of Fanty, but as iimuniay, | 


h pyea, me | 
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tick Sign foregding co;affure the 4ccompliſh: 
| ment to be any other then'a Juckychir, And 
| rage beſides, 'the ® Papilts, nay the Þ Heachens; 
Boy.Eugubin. tell us (and men muſt be willing :ta give that 
| desig. Eccleſ. Faith they expe& from others) of many in= 


16. c-2- 0;y, ances: of, ſuch Predidtions. delivered by 


Lr. Siby1tss their Popes, Religzoſo'sy Drvnners, oracles, 
previdiſe «- yery particularly accompliſh'd, -Nopw: then: 1 
pod mute; * demandzwere theſe Prophecies from. Heaven, 
Gentes pert OY | 

| cula divini- or from Men ? If from Heaven, why therrdo 
s immnen” many menthink withno'more favor of the 


34 4dmonuiſ- 


/ fe populos, c- Heathens and Papiſts,;/to whom:God ſeems 
- . de © togive the teſtimony of Feſus, the Spirit of 


> 1 OP ' Prophecy. ? If from men (afliſted- by civ 


Prudence + or evil. Spirtts.). then all accom- 
pliſh'd PrediQtions are not concluding > 
ments of the divine Inſpiration of-the Aus 
o_ or err God in the _— .—- ge 

c Deut. 18.21, PRELS hath © airected-us to at of the 
We Lacs of 'their Prophecies, this matter may 
ſeem to; merit a more: cloſe and particular 
Conſideration , to which therefore I ſhall 
next apply my ſelf, Y 
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"Gp. rage ampbe, 


The felis 7 "pz Proflegis, an 6 


, rance 0 ear Vanity, +: hey 


_ PVulgar Propfecics reſee " yy Fab arty 
| alles « bus toved # ark upto Martyr, aud A; fjaljhood 
of ſome Modern Peaphacies particularly i ined in. 

A fajlenrbut- no done efens Big ' forgery of 


the whole; ting.iy y (A: Id ena givees of 
the pretended accompli ts of odern. P 

cies. How fo it ſeems hr that Proph —_ oal &. 
| nds 7 eragh —_— 


\ 1 iſe Prop becics Ur ant her 
Procter, ulfi ied which were e | ettored 
; Some'T ers #6 diſtinguiſh ſuch Es 


Hat which may —_— more fully: ſceure 

hs ina per the Vanity of 
ali- theſe Modetn - won isthis: 4, 
theſe nnattefted Prophets generally fail in all 
their Prophecies, but ways in ſome. Gene- 
rally inally' vis, fuctare Gr to aflure 
men of cheit divine Inſpitation, as tale, one- 


Confiderat.q. 


ly are which are of a publick reference. 4 Fe- 4.Jer.ab.8, 


remiah'tells us, that the Prophets which had 

bein before him of old,propheſied both againſt 
»#- many Conntrics and againſt great Kingdoms, 
of War and of Evil of Peſtulence z, as 
they alſo. did ſometimes of, great. National 
Bleflings;: Now the coming to paſ$.of ſuch 
Prophecies was the moſt \undoubred- evi- 
dence -of | their Divinicy.;+ for though- the 


Devil ay be Matos able to'bring abouc * 
| £ _ ſome 


| 
j 
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yet the ſpirit of the living creature onely 
moves in thoſe great Wheels, the turns. in 
Stares are fſoly under the particular con- 
du&t of God , thoſe Wheels ate'too great 
for him to move -one way or other, And 
e OsNr 5 therefore © Fuſtin Martyr, when the accom-+ 


#e#6T0y 0 pliſh'd Predictions of the Ethnick Prophets - 


neg 4 were oppoſed to him, returns this judicious 
$4 canvia; Anſwer ; No Event which the Ethnick Pro- 
21s, 47 = phets foretold , either againſt the Truth if 
Conor u Gods or his Worſhippers, or referring to the 


ons, 5: publick Aﬀairs of the Grecian. States, ever 
ilurxay came topaſs ; though perhaps ſome matters 
1, </erary of a more narrow concern might, which fell 
: fare, Morte within the Devil's compaſs. An Ob- 
exc, Relp a4 ſervation more fully juſtified in the pretend- 
Ochod. q-2. ing Prophets of later times : what is be- 
come of all the Oracular leaves of Grebyey 2 

hath not the wind taken them away, and the 

f. Mc MedesPhiriwind ſcattered them ? (as it-did'thoſe 
Letter to Mr Of the $ibyl,) He propheſied (aithf Mr Med) 
Op ih, Patt. oreat matters of Henry the fourth of France, 
+3 which proved clean contrary ; of Buren E- 
lizabeth, ad ether Princes , which | never 

came topaſs : I have, I know not how often 

to ſatis fie one or other, told them as T.now tell 

you, and yet every five or ſix years it comes x1 

again as if it had never been diſcovered. 

Men aye prone to believe any —_ would 
bhave;8c, And how have all 'the {welling 
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Wy » 


, Ti 


Lk Ry 


4 tens ho, ku A Puits, Bn, hand b= * ed > ai vw if i204 coca mo. ids fo f4AG coo oo ca tc eo wo i. a. a..a/ _—_ 


bag of Cotterae, Chriſtin "Poniati- 
[== Drabicins, the {udden 
Converſion of the: Tarks, Eſtabliſh- 
_ of the German Churches by Frederick 
7 of Bohemia aid 'Guftaumr of: Sweden, 
| che ſudden Propagation of + the Goſpel 
| hout- the World, the adyancemenc 
; firſtof \Ragorzs the Fathier,and chen-che Son 
: and then the Brother, ro the Crown of 
| Hungaxy, of the dreadful overthrow of the 
p Papacy (many of them delivered abour fifty 
| years ago) been delivered of nothingibut.che W 
 F wind*. even their. great 8 Pacxons- thent-8 renin. ; 
| ſelves being witneſſes while yer ſoinchanc> am gun 2 
| ed with «the--Opinion'-of »themi. as ico pub- poli by 
liſh them now: as: 5 Oracles'of G 
when-Divine Providence hath: ieniconraged bidi, & os. 


ſober | Chriſtians -to: hiſs them:out/of che NS. | 


World; Cont ay or rn lM 
| Divine ep cothame Ay | ithpatience neftre contre- - 
| to ſuch Prophecies char]. iow 4 ny; ſelf rexere coege- © -* 
| it is next to. impoſſible to. inftandea Modern 7; J-Comen. 
Prophecy refering to: The Publick, _ Hiſtr Re- 
off, ſpeaks diſtinctly:as to: wordsar 
| compliſhment, 'thac failed nor” im 
ſtance or ſome eminence circumſtance chere- | 
of, Now'a-fayleur buc'in a-titthe; iS 2 dead 
Flie ſufficient to make the whole Prop 
ſmell ſtrongly of an'impoſture.- Of 
ONO. wa tp Pa bi, (as grate / 


2 


| Pon. Mol. recourſe, well notes)wet the grenter ver er 
Hf part, fubſtance or. Fever: D 
the grouthd;-' And He rells us, thoſe-words 
| kJer-23.28, Of Fereminh , k The \Prophet- that bath a 
Dreans, lt bins tell:a: Dream; end he that 
hath wy Word, itt chef rf wy Wood faith- 


wityy what is the ch tothe wheas?\. their 
oRorsaſed ro gloſs thus ; Prophecy i 4 

thing puromithout the: allay of is fab 
mixed with 'it, dike wheat cleanſed: the 
chaff ; mm Dreams another vulgar Indica- 
zF "F ", © *HOns $aUrx lie always intermixed, and are 
Ns "lth thaſf-in whithrrhers. are but- ſome fent 
Ws > rABS of wheat, :God''is careful 'to accom- 


Predieions;, : beranſe ''this . givts::-rhe 
© greateſtaſſurance of their Divine! —_— 
= Sono Mt 

r Object. eno Fit e 
of us. vodpod LE, bat *- 
- camſtanobsare eaſily-preſamed 1 yoolittleor 

- our heavy yes: to\diicern at Gn 304 
wy I WI <2 oF Fin 

Finges > ome rer: forritithe/Wrirings 

Prophers, then T haveany ambi- 
Wren on nc to be, is able. to:anſtance 
a-Prophecyiof 'any longerdate, whoſe words 
did exaQly touch che Event forerold both 
in the ſubſtance and circumſtance thereof, 
yt he ſball-alway obſerve his Propher; to 
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For JiLany. thing Nas Arp rr as 

is well the humor in rfons 

x wan = be fveald cothinpby ae 
urance \foreto by a di- 

vine ſuggeſtion,: 'Thus $awvinerele (a Domi- 

Bican) foretold long before, thar Ch4#ls the 
—_— >ook3 ron ſhould come into. italy 

Wi Army, :1which 'came''to- paſs N 

Buc | >. carjorvy Cat Hadi revealed to him are 


have fai 


that the $126: Becleſpaſtioh: be tefo pate feed oh 
by forie:ef Arms > (which:(faich the Hiſto- 4ccbe opor- 
rad) bath net Jete(norIet)-! nedy bat iat —_ 
that time was very likdipas havi beth wſe#- pey hens 


ed; The Exariples is kind aretoogreat ,;", 
forArithmeri vi JE Y-y40v 160 gui 
The'guo.branches aE ithis Comnfideryiion © w 


Lfind ruck at bya prope n_——— 
bs env fro, « Wes ena: 


Eballendervor.ro.ſeaire- 
eppanyanl the fi Tha very) many «of Cores 
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365 (have bevn: va ran = 


uzly:decompli Na tho l6-anſeal'd * "+" of "oi 
any; etvine) Sign attending 
of:them.'>In Anfwer chereunco; I: : TECUrT; 
(mn): Mebr. preadentiah. Conjefures: ufver> vhe ©» 
'Eveat often commence. gccomplifhid Prophe> © 
preg tp w ig Tag — 
e being:ape:ro i every thing! 
Land che road:of. theit rele. :and 
obſervations: :with | the II 3 of —_—_— 
'Dividity. lodged ily ir, - Thus that, @mous 


F- 


Speech | 


delive ſ1s wh 
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| - znquiz_ille 


-——4 YVemiene and 
Secula feris, quibus Oceanus. 
\Finculs rerum laxet; &'ingens 
Pateat Tellus, Typhiſque noves 
Detegat orbes 5. nec fi rerris.- 
UhimaThule,----- | 
hath been concluded the vnlce af Gid, 2/pro- 
phetick inſtinct referring-to the diſcovery of 
America"in_theſe latter Ages,: which was 
| ingoall; but the. worce of a Man, a _ 
conjefture proceeding upon a'probab 
dine with Pa wry that ſo: ſo art of ke G pa ol 
quenguen o- Of the Earth was notall Gon ſo would 
pineri 999d in time be found. Carden ——_———— 
po oye at ſeveral very e Prediftions-of 


* iS. Ex= 
= ——_— acly tulklled, -adds,> Neither would 7 have 
ſed ex drifte. 4) enakis theſe e tothave been far fetcl/d, 


zetle' Oracnlo, exther from the Devil or the'Stars-z but ontly 
_ « | fron the Oracle of Atiſtotle,- who' gives true 
prudenzum «& Divination onely t8- prodent Perſons, This 
ſo Me Dik prudential Divination, which is buc the fore- 
nationcn, light of the effe in the promiſes of ſome 
Card. de vir. wie Cauſes, is familiar with wiſe;and 
propr.c-4 obſervant men, For 4 wiſe-mans heart (wil 
n © enortey 4% tell\ hixs'-more then ſeven watchmen that ate 
ek a7! #þ0n 4 tower, whole office it is to ſee men 
cans ira and things at diſtance, Prudence is but the 
/10y, #i= contraQton of Providence in the wame, and 
=» <ixire. 7 the commendable = image of /it inthe nature 


Syneſ. Dey on (2,) Many of theſe accompliſhments 
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ROE 4, * 


D | 
_— not ſontetimes hit he mark, eſpe-" 
cially when Ttanding {0 near 'xs ſometimes 
» ds befote- they - let 2fy' ( 
things, retadyed' by ho! 'great diſtance 'of 
cime):Such'a kicky caſt was that fi ular, p Precler 
toreligfir of Tall reflected: upon by 01 itt ceaſes | 
ſelf as 4 kind 'o divine Teſtimony to" : ; x que 
ſincerity of  hisintentions in teference to the fue de Rep. 
Comionwedth, And the ſortunare Speeth us mera 
of -that Ancient Gr#e54b Philoſopher”? 4 [amore Paget 
8s 'OceUus, ®Greece hath bets often bar, a5 berte nungu# 
rows hererefore; and(f0'ſhall bt agaty in after EY, . 
Apes; ſome would be randy wo to pes ſatenpeſtzt 
tb/rhe repute of a Prophecy, which was but ng he 
alodſ&8&cohje&utal Concluſion built upon! "wy. 4 $f, ro 
an ery ear —_— as _ 
as:Nathral, haye their decays years of" Britt 
dotage;'and)rhat the” detpelt dyp of 'aliy p nondus 
worldly felioity" would'in time hnguifhand's »2-r+ 2 
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Prup ies arOmeer impoſtures;and contrived Lucan. 0ccl. 
_ Eutyt, by ſome 1dle htauds. Fotit F Tyan” 
eldomthar we' heir of them! till che'mar- #2 | 
ters relared inthem-ate paſt; 3. andcheh theſe” 
Prophets, having'the Event before them to 
rake meaſure of,” make their Prophecy to fic 
it .exaRty,” both:in ſubſtance / and circum 
ance; tha ſo there ou be che-leſs ſuſpi>. 
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4 greater Weage, Wie fopbiſtry ina Pre- 
n, then an oyer-bufie and critical enu- 
meration of Events therein, For, Prophe-- 
cies ſhould deliver the general ſubſtance .or 
- ſome one great.circumſtance-.of:an_ Event o- 
. diftin&ly. that they be-,not. thought :loaſe 
'conjectures,. but as to the Firc 
Je, remark, they 


Ire molt induſtziou 


ap = co omit a circi 
- Preteeded q $4 phins Oracles' tell our Saviors 


I 
3695 theve cznngt 


umſtances of 
ſhould: bel whole ; Fremat 


they be not ſuſpected "__ digi 

avtge: "" Hiſtories when once. 
- - this Reſon, perkaps rhe Dine Prophecies 
(like the he Wilders. 
\"" nels) partly cloud and fe tly fire, cloudy:and: 
i to the ces, but; 


ht and clear ax 35;to; the ſabſtanae: 
vents foretold, Whereas.theſe Vulgar. 

| RES either ſtay in looſe Generals; and 
Bags are, {0 contrived that arp 

g any paſegs bat on, Hut. perfectly t 


fly particits. 
ance. T hus the 


;' and whereas the Prophet 


_ forerels, . "'; Virgin ſhall conceive, 

, The Viagin Mary ſhall.concerve, and the: 
like. For-{9it is aſual forfugh Apes of Pro-: 
phecy to become ea a0 over-aced 


imitation, 


they 
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amitation. (4) Amyof the ſe Hilgar Pro- 
phecies ow their hrevelſebs in all: probability, 
10 diabolical ef ciency,” The Devil firſt ex- 
cites ſuch Images in the 'Fancies of theſe . 
Prophets, as miy probably determine them 
to foretel! many things, which'ihe conceives 
moſt likely ts fall within /tis ſphere of 'a&ti- 
vity, and then 'he accompliſherh as many as 
hbecan, though with no more of true fore - 
fight then that man hach that ſhould think 
fit, when he knows them, co fulfil many of . 


* his Neighbors Dreams, And he'is the more 


ready to interpoſe his powet in this buſineſs, 
TT hack fl feb their Prophecies 
or Dreams, of future cont! teseſpecials 
ly, thus. ſtrangely-iffued, will ſtrokd 
their heads preſently, ' and 'make no doubr. 
of cheir I tq'the propherick . 
grace z and whileſt other mien are deramed 

inat\ idleattendance to ſuch ſhining vanities, 


they are * 6wgpip4or, rakew' alive by "this r 5 Tim.$:1t 


Fowlet in lis net; | And'this Conſideration 
may mo reſolve -us- why fome of theſe 
Prophecies fo ſtrangely hit; and others mifs , 
viz, becauſe rhe Devil falftls as many of | 
them as fall within his compaſs, and thoſe 
whictr his- confined powet extends not to' | 
accompliſh neceſſarily fall to the ground, 
(5.) Several of theſe Prophecies are deli- 
vered in words fo looſe 4nd unconfined both as 
to ſenſe and time; that it were 4 great a” 
G 3 | 1 


ills Or 


commogart 
wvidercntur. 


I.2, 


| Prophete 2 


eſt verbum, 


 p.11. 

| u Sce Num. 
| 23.19, 
 Ifai. 34.16. 
Joſh. 23.14. 
I Sam. 3.19. 
Iai. 14. 24. 
3 Mat.5.18. 

3: Hab. 2.3. 


_-”"-* 


allide, 
s Calli 6. 1 


Tul. de Div. 


t $1 omnia, 


Unde iei : | 
ful al Ih —__ were never fulfilled. 1f all were 


raclitici etiam 
ſuis ludibriz 


| paſh quari- : 
| zantibus, Ubi the Lord? Let it come now, Ferem,1t7.15. 


&c. Prafat. 
in Fit. Rovet rather a Cenſure then an Anſwer) I return, 


if amidſt the vaſt varieties of Providence 
they appeared not fulfilled in ſome Event and 


, Time or other. Thus it was noted of old 
of the true «.$iby/live Oracles , that they 


[| compoſuitper- were compoſed in ſuch dark and undeter- 
ects,ut Nu 
cung; acctdiſ- ef : 
ſer, pradiftum them, like a Picture, look to any Perſon, 
s' wideretur, ho- 
mink & tem- 
S porum defini- 
ne fublr 
adhibuit etia 
| Latcbram 0b- 
. ſcuritatis, ut 
iidem verſus 
ſ alias in aliam 
I! rem poſe ac- known that the Event was nota chance, a 


mined expreſſions, that Fancy might make 


any Event whatſoever, All this offers us 
ſome account of thoſe ſucceſſes which theſe 
Propheticall Eſſays have ſometimes been 
followed withz and withal conclude the 


eat neceſſity of ſome divine Sign to atteſt. ; 


the Prophet or Prophecy, that ſo it may be 


prudential forefight, or diabolical deluſion, 
bur a true prophetical accompliſhment, 


. 'To the fecond branch of the preſent Ar- 


oument it is oppoſed, that many of God's 


(faith t Comenins) whence was it that the Pro- 
phets became the publick ſcorn , the People 
ſarcaſtically demanding, Where is the Word of 


To this Objection (though indeed ic merit 


T hat Scripture » abundantly aſſures us, thar 
never one word which God ſpake fell to the 
oround : and therefore perhaps the ZXxXx 
choſe to. render Urim and Thummim by 
SnAwors and ame, Manifeſtation and Truth, 
becauſe by theſe two eſpecially were God's 
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Oracles  diſtinguiſh'd from the Devil's : 


God's being eminent for perſpicuiry and 
Truth, and the Devil's for obſcuricy-and 
falſhood, God hath given us this character 


to knowa falſe Prophet op wr 4 Pro- wDeut.18,22, 


phet ſpeaketh inthe Name of the Lord, 


if the 


thing follow not, nor come to paſs, this is the 
thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken, but the 
Prophet hath ſpoken it preſumptuouſly ; and 


therefore we- may reſt aſſured, that God, if 


he * ſpeak with his mouth, will fulfil with his 
hand, True indeed, we read of ſome divine 
' Prophecies of great Bleffings and Judg- 


ments not lit 


fulfilled : But theſe” (as 


l 
God himſelf ? tells us) though abſolute in 
their terms, yet were always conditional in 
their interpretation ; and therefore when 


ever they were not fulfilled' in terms, 


there 


was ſome great fin or repentance interpoſing 


which gave a very rational account thereof 


to the minds of men, Burt all divine 


Pro- 


phecy,abſalute both in its terms and intent, 
conſtantly was fulfilled, Now when the 
Prophecy was ſuch, the People might under- 
ſtand by ſuch Signs as theſe, * If the Pro- 
phecy were ſealed with the Oath of Gad, or 


ſome equivalent afſeveration : * If it were : Sam. 5.3 


delivered as a Sign of the truth of the 


Pro+ 


her's Miſſion, or of ſame other more con- 
derable PrediQtion : * If the PrediQion 


were delivered in terms of the Preter-t 
el C2. 


enſe; 
$9 


93 


x1 Kin, 8,3 5, 


1Jer.18.7,8,9 


- 


I King. I F. 29. 


Zech. 1.6, 


=o hers: * Ao —— Fe of 
ome-Evil againſt things or perſons evident- 
iy devoted to deſtruction :- * Tf the things 
vw _ of woes — m—_ = 
greatly or evil, and many ſuch like. 
Theſe I ſay conſtantly came-to paſs: and: 
therefore ta thoſe words of the people(which 
thought a Prophecy delay'd, forgotten) :T 


Experience of theſe very People : My Words 
and my Statutes which ] commanded my ſer- 


wvants the Prophets, did they not take holdl of 


your Fathers ? to which the People, in a 
more ſerious temper, return, Like a4 the 
Lord of Hoſts thought to do unto us, accardin 
10 0ur Ways, and according to our doings, h 
hath he done unte vs. 


The Vanity of © Cavs; 
* If iewere often repeated by the ſame or + 


oppole the words of God appealing to the 


a 
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Many Modern Pr 


The ftrong Opinion of Iniiration in Modern. Prophet 
UE hel of the power of Melancholy. Their, pre- 
- gended Viſions attributed to the ſame cauſe. The Vifons 
| Sh ranjen ly men, why many, and to them very evident. 
© Their  vehement incitations -t0. Prophecy proved atſo 'a 
. ſymptome of Melancholy. How this humor becomcs efſtithul 
thus to excite to Prophecy. Dying men why 0 ip ap» 
pearance, Prophenical. A natural account of the 5p pod 
tical Eſſays of the Pythia. Plutarch's Philofophicd! ac- 
count of ſome ceaſing Oracles juſtified. The: ardors i 
theſe Prophets and the Sibyls, naturgl. The deluſions of 
SNSEE aſfſfted uſually by the cooperation of the 
evi * x 


Fifth Conſideration to reprehend the 
"& Faich of cheſe Prophecies, is this' 
Thoſe popular Wonders which ſhew forth. ©9%þ4- 5: 
themſelves in the Authors of them, plainly 
appear but the natural Effedts of Melancholy 
tindFured with Religion, This will apPelT bPlicuit Deo- 
more clearly if we be a little patticulat': fer me 1anqua 
(1.) -That invincible confidence (which in> $1,20n Jun 
chanrs the vulgar) of their being divinely onitus, ec. 
inſpired, It is ordinary with ſuch ſuch DR 
ro take to themſelves the titles of Yhe c'p3ve 5, 
b Trump of God, the laſt Prophet, <the Word 1 moius v 
and Power of God, and the" like ; atid-thar — 
with a plerophory that ſhall bear ic ſelf a» Momani Pro» 
aigſt rhe ſtratige WY __ a 


+F, C41 7% 


of 'things, yea ſometimes the greateſt bodi- 

ly Cs, that; can be uſed to diſcompoſe 

their Dreams, Now as the Heathens hold- 

ing ſupa itepr, that the brain was ſacred, 

and the ſeat of ſome Deity, .when any one 

neezed they would venerate the noiſe as a | 

kind of expreſſion of the Deity inſhrined 

in the head , . thus theſe men being ſtrong- 

ly poſleſt by this conceit, that they are God- 

e&4 with God, and that the Holy Ghoſt is lodg- 

ed in their heads, not a fancy can rife up 

therein but it.is received with as ſacred Opi- 

nions as a Papiſt doth the regs and reliques W' 

of his Saint 5 not a cloudy expreſſion drops 

d Rer. 2.24+ from them bur it is chriftned da depth = A 
great myſtery, their ear cannot tingle but | 
God is thought to whiſper into it, and the 
men ————_ at the common rate of 
other mortals, ' | 

Whereas all theſe imaginations are but 

the iſſges of that impoſtrous humor when 
it paſſeth intoadiſeaſe, A Melancholy Fan- 
Cy is a kind 'of 1ncubus and Succnbus to it 
ſelf, ſerving to beget and to conceive an 
odd crotcher , and that with ſo :muc 
ſtrength, that 1t appears before the mind: in 
the certainty of fight or eaſt, And it is fo 
uſual for this black humor to bewitch. the 
mind into ſome ,one wild and extravagant 
cpnceit,whileir appears ſound and untouch'd 
In:aÞl jts other judgments, that the Greek 


Phyſician 
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an:hath defin'd it "el; ſolemm fudbe"ts din 
wand ſeriouſneſs about ſame -0ne 0dd Fang 07 v0 
cy without 4 'fexver, Now:look 'as the 14.5. aa. 
images which appears befotE'out Minds\in 2 ceppad.l.1.c.5. 
dream, .ow ther general odneſs of compo- 
ſure to the power of Pancy over reaſon'in 
our ſleep, but cheir more particular figures 
uſually to the occaſions of the day before : 
thus the conceits of Melancholy (the dreams 
of waking men) ow their general wildneſs 
2nd fondneſs, to the undue figuration of 
the brain; or Spirits by this anomalous hu- 
' mor, but their' particular: kinds to thoſe 
mutable occaſions of common life, the head 

is moſt accuſtomed to receive impreſſions 
from, Men of a more contemplative Geniae, 
conceit themſelves inſpired with ſome rare 
myſteries in Nature, with the Cabbaliſtick 
ſenſe of Scripture , with the underſtanding 
of the hidden analogies between the-ſenſ1- 
ble and intelligible, and the greater and le(- 
ſer world, with the Art to cure all the na- 
tural leprofies of mettals, and the like: 
Men whoſe courſe of life determines their 

« thoughts more upon civil affairs this humor 
poſſeſſeth with :che opinion of their being 
deſigned Popes or Princes; or ſome Reſtorers 
of the publick liberty, © And: perſons of a 
more devotional complexioh talk much: of 
Viſions, raptures:; converſe: with _ 
and prophecte,. and are apt to fall down , - 
Jn 0D ore 
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ſome Dety.were. lodged :ijn-ic, Thus this 


fPks. «#53 giddy humor! moves every:tnan ( as fPle- 
Jy Gich the Divinatory Enchufiaſmdoch) | 


o, mipuner, Arcording as he is naturally 


a_— and inclined,” © 1142 


ow the humors of: the body'/arive at 
ability thus to' I the mind with 
conceits wild and monſtrous beyond the Va- 
rieties of Africa, is an — not perti- 
nent heres but to queſtion that ſo they can, 
is to ſpeak' our ſelves ſtrangers to all the 
tories of Hypocondriacks,' books and. diſ- 
courſes abound withall, and that *ris nothing 
bar the enormous power of a diſturbed ima- 
gination that bears down theſe perſons intg 


2 belief of divine viſions, voices and illap- 


ſe, appears ſufficiently in that they uſually 


commence Prophets per [altzmr, and before 


they are tolerably qualified with knowledg 
or = they become inſpired z/ and that 
thoug heaven and earth refute: their pre- 
ditions once and again , an heart decerved 
by the falneſs and importunicy of the :Im- 


preflion , hath ſo turned thew aſide, that + 


they cannot attend ; and- therefore are [ng 
more awakened out of their propherick 
dreams by any contrary events , then the 
begger out of his: dreams of greatneſs and 
honor by the rags he wears: and the dung- 
hill he ſleeps '0n, An example of which 


HS. 


_ .Nbeanieynefn'' Carl) | 
fore. every. idv[-of their buſy fancy, as\if .. 
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'$ Cav 6; J #lgar Prophecies, go9 - 

-Þ groffneſs and non-arrendance 'we have in 

Drabitine (a Germay Prophet, of whomrſa 
much written and difcourſt- of late'): wha 
thongh he ſaw his predi&tions clearly re- 
futed by events, and told thereof ar, one 
ear by his Friends and at both ears by his 


f 
8 
) 
4 
. enemies, yer was ſo * cvmyiaQopÞuGe cards «1,1 6 
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ed away by the power of his prophetick 

dreams as to ſecure himſelf in his fond opi- 

nion of Inſpiration by. returning , 8 A#n# , win.Reve, 
vox Dei eft que dicit, &c, Is it not the p.248. 
voice of God which Þ faith, God doth nothing , , 
' but he reveals this ſecrets to his ſervants, Joe. bo 
aud that in the later daies he will pour out his 

Spirit upon all fleſh, and young. men ſhall ſee 

Viſious ad kv ics | 75.200 : gt ox 

tures which any pretender ' tro prophec 

_ have cited in his vindication, as well 

as he, 


2, Thoſe wonderful Fifions repreſented to 

their minds in ſome Ecftacy or profound rope 

Ar ſucha time ſome very frigheful or love- 

f ly images ſhew themſelves upon the Scene 
of Fancy, and thofe (as dreams take figure 
t "F* from the occaſions of the day ) generally 
; made after the likeneſs of thoſe Apocalyp- 
tical or other Prophetick Viſions, with 
which the minds of ſuch” perſons - when 
| awake are commonly encercained and deep- 
Iy ſealed, Now theſe 73/4, by the grexr 
imgulacity of their form, vivacity of repre- 
#15 | ſentation 


200 


TheV anityef*  GCav'6;" 
ſentation , and prophetical —_ , do {6- 
wonderfully affe& and poſſeſs the. Mind, 
and inchant it with ſuch huge fears or joys, 
that the Melancholy perſon doubts not to 
receive them with the faith and affe&ion of 
Divine diſcoveries, And therefore if the. © 
more terrible aſpe& of the images repreſen- 
red to-his mind, proclaim them the proper | c 
emblems of ſome great evils, he preſently. © 
concludes that God, who tenders his ſer- 
vants with the care and affetion a Mother k 
doth her ſucking child , would willingly 
have them forewarned, that © they mighc 
by repentance, prayers or prudence avert the © 
impendent evil from themſelves, or fortifie 
their minds with Chriſtian patience to re- 
ceive its coming, But if their more delight- 
ful form prefer them the types of ſome joy- 
ful Event, as is the freedom of the Church 
laboring under ſome _ oppreſſion, the 
propagation of the Goſpel, and the e- 
ment of Chriſts Kingdom ; they haſtily 
catch at the welcome token, and that 1s 
thought foretold therein which themſelves 
have the greateſt paſſion for, And they 
are the more ſoft and eaſy to ſuch propheti- 
cal conceits, becauſe thoſe paſſions of 
Fear and Hope , ſo intimate 'to our Na- 
tures, and which generally govern the Per- 
ſwaſions even of wiſer men, are ſo regnant 
in their Souls made ſo impreſſive by Me: 
L | lanchol 
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lancholy and | ſome - tin&tures * of Reli- 


on, 
L Now. theſe pretended. Viſions, which 
conciliate Veneration to theſe Prophets with 
ruder perſons, will appear much beneath 
our wonder, if it be conſidered that Melan- 
choly when it exceeds its juſt proportions, is 
very productive of them, This the Philo- 
ſopher hath noted, i Men that are of a talka- i" gourd» 3 
tive and melancholy temper ſee any kind of 90; >da6 
Viſions, And this, eſpecially becauſe they * 9 #27- 


| AK V. 
have ſo deep a reſentment of the moſt affe- LY wb” 


, ting obje&s, whoſe images therefore recur 4&5 5p5o. 


to the fancy when they are: aſleep, in; nioſt Arif de dir. 
diſtin& and lively figures, Now the Viſfions* TOE 
of ſuch men are the moreevident and lively, 

becauſe of the dryneſs of their temper. ( as 

| Gallen ou = —_— wg rage mmm 
are no ſuch myſts and vapors nſing up to Pr 
confound and Gwe ha. wy the cen, 
cauſe why the night-Viſions of perſons full #rerſw evi- 
fed, or overcome with wine, are ſo confu- jc. Ec. » 
ſed and leave ſuch languiſhing impreflions ment.ia Hip- 


npon their waking Fancies, Theſe images 7-4 Hi 


_ being ſo clear and active, the mind takes 


them (as the birds did thoſe on the / ra- 
bles of Apelles) for true and real things ;: 
and as when we fſuddainly awake out 
of ſome very affecting dream , the fi- 
gures which its clearneſs and ſtrength of 
unpreflion made upon the Fancy , can- 
not 


the affections of a great reality 5 thus (bur 
by a more 'obſtinate deluſion) are'the 
= we 'now ſpeak of impoſed u 

y an unruly Fancy, For when deep 
hath fallen upon'them, and cur the Soul 
from all converſe with things ſenſible, ic is 


wholy immerſt in the view of thoſe images. 


which walk upon the ſtage of Imagination, 
with which bs common {ſenſe is as inward- 
ly moved , as if excited by ſome - obje&t 
from abroad ; and therefore it receives them 
with: the Opinion of their being'not phan- 
taſtical but real and divine appearances,” As 
for thoſe Viſtons theſe Prophers ſpeak of 
when they are.awake, they may ariſe from 
a: Job. de thoſe m vehement ' and intenſe thoughts, 
ter. Sen 1.3, Which repreſenc ſome! great 'Objets to 
q3- them in-very diftin& and affeaing 7gdeas 


with which rhe mind is ſo fully poſſeft and : 


aEvios ſealed, as not much to attend: to; the cir- 
a cumdſtance of the'real preſence thereof , and 
2: = therefore eaſily perſwades it ſelf, that ob- 


bawreany, 


£6» 3 045ro;, jet ſtood before it of which:ir had (o lively!. 


eaiver&- 2-perception, and with which it was ſo: in- 
nar dove wardly touched and affefted, Befides, no- 
3: iy22-m- thing ſo familiar as for men of very impref- 
ave, ttve phancies and timerous diſpoſitions to 
mM3us 9% have a continual ſcene of ſtrange fighrs pre- 


Eugbree..;, ſented before them, Then Pluloſopher ng= 
es £ 


not preſently be blotted. out ; bac we. 
continue, for a time to entertain it with 
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t9d-long ago... that. prr/onrizoeng. ard that 
heok intenſly,' bf it 55 tu my av appear mas 


1ni4, great fear they hide —— is the 
bed-ilothes; Whereas in fuch fights the 
Fancy is both Scene and Spe@ator to-ir (elf, 
This ſhews chat 'ris_ poſſible. that theſe pre- 
tended: Viſtons-may be: bur- the inchane- 
mines. of Melancholy, But: he chat condi- 
ders that Divine:Vifions were vouchfaft as 
r&ely and-upon as concerning occaſions as 
Miracles will believe it probable thati they 
, 6Nd other, : Did God diſpenſe the favors 
of theſe divine viſits to: the Patriarchs and 
Prophets :{o ſparingly of ald,- and:are they 
become-:;naw. as: familiar to fome men as 
dreams to-others * Fawiliars, hath been 
the title of bad' ſpirits but never of good? 
'-3»- Their 'vehement incitations to prophe- 
he mn em none of things qr 
perſons wars ar great ſtrengch and evi- 

.. dence upon: their Fancies:,: and themſelves 
d  quickened by! a-very hot-and active princi- 
. ple, whofe powers they cannot eafily ftand 


ou Yo Wt Up CY 


w. 
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yi inſt, to wdke the Yifcon plain, and to de- 
- I care to others what 'conceirs. and paſſions 


- | it comes attended with:: and: therefore they 
f- | conceive that the word of the Lord s as a'fire 
ſhut up in their bones, and that--they' are 3» 


0 
. | dugm, wholy poſſeſtt by fome divine 
| power which chey cannor:bear chemſelyes 


againſt, 


#1 ſtrange images: moving #0 and fre, ſo tht 
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Whereas all theſe thingsare+buc the ſubtif 
fallacies which the fumes of hypochondria- 
cal Melancholy, when grown hot and flery; 
put: upon the Fancy, being as apt-to'into- 
xicateithe brain, and make it ' imprefſive'rs 
as 6dd conceits;/as the ative vapors of luſty 
wine, . Theſe: vapors. being carried by*!the 
brain with a mighty force, / confound then» 
tural: figurations.'thereof and excite ſome 
new: Idols therein," which by the fingularity. 


of-their appearance, and importunity of 'o£=: 


currence', cannot but create affeQions cor 

ION" reſpondent to, them » which together with 
19, 20, Thoſe firy Spirits, will put 'men-upon great: 
w 4:4 3% freedom of ſpeech (that which a'very affeRt- 
mA 9 T7. ing - dream will ſometimesido )/ to -deliver 
51, mn. themſelves of thoſe ſtrange. thoughts which 
y34r«ay Upon ſuch occaſions wil riſe up-''withit 
Gwoics 219 them, Now 'tis no wonderat all: (as the 
Ge rms, 2 Philoſopher [Gith ) if ſuchkind>cof men 
De Divin.per par thus zncited = Seal — 
.c.2. andof very variows thinzs ( the Scenes. of 
cont wg Fancy bake ſo' often ſhifted by. theſe gid+- 
#io, undecun- dy vapors) that they have ſome fortunate 
uo overs» bits, and true divinations,  *'' 
perie conflitu- - That *tis only the forrein heat of theſe 
| teincitezed Yapors which excites theſe predictions, 
ds, per contin 2PPEArS Probable in that every * flatuous ca» 
lens, hominemgs ſupra ſe pene «onſtituit. Chriſt. a caſtro; de Varicin.l.1.c.27.) 
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lefation of the brain whence foevet it-ariſe; - + 1+ | 
is: apt to makea man ecſtarical, to en 
it _ oe wg _u thoſe often --.. 
rophetical, The. vapors: ok wine meeting” 
vith ſome conſtitutions, have firangely-ap'd | 
an Enthuſiaſm ; as appears from-thoſe Vet» 
ſes of the  Poer, :upon occaſion of; the truly -- 
; vow _ upon ſome of: their idolatzous LO 75 Fa. 
Feſtivals. --: | it Tt ro0' 


Invenies illic Fo Neftors ebibat annac” | 
| Que fit per calices fatta Sibylla furs, 
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There ſhall you find old men turn d boies by | 


wine, 


' Young Maids old Sibyls, who" by th* up 


Accordingly in ſome /z Oracular places;\ the ,- beads 


Diviners uſed to -excite-the'prophetick fa- to, Liberi, va- © 


culty (as they thought) by liberal doſe ticinaruri, 
of wine or ſome water which had a kind-of = york: 
inebriati prajnehe ſ{uch-hot-and unwieldy apud Chrium 
vapors (though excited. by. aifeaver) have jo gon, 
wraon - rn {o famous; |-for- their; pro- (,. Macrab. 

phetical Eflays, in all Ages and Natigns;: Seu. l.z. 

though they have been vainly thought (as 5; **: 


nur Oracu- _ 


V. I. Vol. De ; 


all Extraordinaries , eſpecially. about the dota. 1.s. 
minds'of men. uſually are) , of a more divine 55 
extraction, And that prophetick fic which 
ſeiz'd the Pythia _ aver ſome hollow 
cavern of the Eatth,, was. qwing to the W- 
ee H ti 


206 She Vaniryof © Car® } 
' 4Sibyll ſuſci- tif and fiery Apirit - (as * Jonblicts calls: =h 
mu petund theace ſeeing he cender and Þ:ins 
47 tenu- ng! of her , rhopgh in tomewhat a 
_ ya "More: vi maner then wine _ _ 
0 ore antri, done (mn ſo much as fomerimes ſhe d x Fm 
dar the. fit) and Nolg - Fancy ''{ 
ib;. Fa;.. (Ong) eſt--with the extraordidary'Sa 
a WEN © vals Fer place and- office) with wild 
ys my exbi- conceits which ſhe delivered in as: wikd a 
lenti, futurs Maner : . and this account of..the pretended 
precinunt,us inſpiration, of , the Pythia iS favored by 
"+6 RE Strabo'\, tellino _ _ ſhe 1p i the 
Hift.l.2.p. 93: Qracular wer aced over the. nar- 
>» op Gengs 'Yo w ol IF 4 the ro: cavern, and that 
aPipecdey raw? mvedugo cr ovary from 
errors was Carried forth an. Enthaffaſtick 
4 To this pur-d _ or ſpirit, which excited the htehic diſ- 


Gr pr On tion ro prophecy in her ſoul, as:the witid 


inſano;nte-. dochrhe 4 ad wer of ſoine well-tuned 

Hey 904088 "Organ, And Therefore I'chink Plutarchy; not 

In Apo. 'fowmach out,'as commonly. thoughe in his 

cont. Jud. -- [Treatiſe , WI) AJ (Ch A$ 014 ay Anoneewy > 

| " 20xbermineg whe eaſing 'Oracles,, ( for fo it 

«id: 017. theuld be rendered, « all hor being fitenced 

Vatl. 3c.14. [if this tirhe, nor! long after} when CRE, 
; Hb Stence in ſome: maverve Ray on = 

c&, to-'the-languiſhing -of char Enchiuſia- 

 - Miiek-Vapor which inſpired the Propherefs, 

£ Ky geen 'Cashe ——_ = ing conti- 

tally oper! being apr (like expoſed liquors) 

-40): loſe Spiiits'y and ro dechy in their an- 

x: bb , Cient 
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ciede yerces; - This i E] non 
—_— world wi 
the pel and Philoſophy met 
AGtorious,. As 6 ITY CO DIOW ay: 
To recurn, Or ; £43 c might LY 184 
whereby! they are caried fqrch to, deli 
themſelves , it is. perfectly.a natural, 
being\ buc the inapatieace of that. hatand 
nitable vapor of- fermented! Melanchaly, 
The Sebyls of old (which4 ry mſec _— Ariſt. Probl. 
olgetth an anſpired only by, this .flery; Spire )<-30- 
ro; taention thoſe divine. firebg 5iblle cre 
they feh ; Hts (as they thought?) ih 
quickned and excited by ; | Which wee galy! tc vi magns 
the' 'Symprotues;' of , ths exalted, har {fone 
which. the {ame Philoſopher ROLES e$v.)it9y; a | Ways 
vo; Fepdudy 199, © {$09 4; $i at becomeg init ob.ſup. 
even like boyling 'water, when once 6 
ently heaced,, And chat they are only hell 
hot and reſt{e(s/ Spirits @iſing-out of che'ca- 
row us of the body, (much . of temper with 
if ren =_— Os them z 
rn 18 That wve gene 
Sram Beppe 1 * Egſabe dies the 15640 
Preachers; of Mfowtanwe bis : daring ): Pro Pp c: I5. 
ous: that: talk' withowt | 1 meaſure. Their Job. $0.06 2 
$ anddifcourſes are ſo volaminous es i 
they feared nothing more then; the poor ti- 
cle of Minvr Prophets i- witnels the m 
balk co which the Revetzrions.of $, #r:gid, 
-— ant! others {well.inro, We, may 
H 2 "© 


- very good cheap, Whereas when t 


precious as the gold of ophir, 
While I thus falve the ſtrange 


powers of Melancholy ; I intend 


times interpoſe ,- and where he 
Mind fitted by this diſtemper for 


preflions beyond the bare capacities 


Ciefit Fews that an high Melanchol 
ftraftion was attended alway with 


* Joh.10.20,. 


»ad,” upon which Fext 'M* Mead 


| "rhe Faxity of © Oar) | 
ever have Prophecies from theſe -perſons 
af yon 


ric of wiſdom incited the holy men of old , 
their words were weighed in a balance, their 
diſcourſes conſequent, their ſeaſons of Prc- 
phecy few and choſen, and their Do@rine 


Pheno- 


»e#4 about theſe Vulgar Prophers by the 


not ro 


deny but that the Devil (who works by 
darkneſs as 'God by 'light) - ſome- 


nds the 
him to 


work upon, may ( to make the impoſture 
more' fine and ſubtil) a& it to ſome ex- 


of this 


jugling humor, as to ſpeak languages, to tell 
- ſome things at diſtance,as the certain comin 
of ſuch a'triend/or Epileptick fit, upon ſuc 
a day or hour (which the Germax Prophe- 
teſs Chriſtina often did.) It ſeems to 
haye been the received opinion of the An- 


y or di- 
an evi 


Spirit, whence- that ſpeech of theirs con- 
cerning our Savior, * He hath a Devil andis © 


tells us 


that they uſed 'to ſtile their Melancholici 
and Maniaci FI 'yp2 or Aapgrifc- 
0 And according to the ftrain of 

| all 


Cav.6, Pulgat Prophecies, r09 
* all the Jewiſh Scholiaſts (as i Maſter Smith i Piſc.of Pro- 
informs us) by the Evil Spirit of Saul no-P-P310- 2 
thing. elſe is meant but a Melancholy kind 
of Madneſs which made him Prophecy 
or - ſpeak diſtratedly and inconſiſtently : 
rnd when the gentle aires and motions of 
* Muſick had diffipated theſe Melancho- * : sam.16- 
y vapors the Evil Spirit departed with *3: | 
them, | 
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Probable Arguimoits.to pronic all divine Pro- 
 phrey now otaſt, 


4 - , 
The Geſſafop of Prophcyy yore ive abſelurcl eried, and 
+, why: Etve regſons a!ledged.to prove its ceſſation, prova:; | 
- ble. Apromiſe of Prophecy #0 any Agethe eremreff Seourity 

that it is mot impoſed upon by Pretenders to it. No Prey 

miſc of Prophecy made to the ends of the World. The ſe- | 
veral ends Prophecy ſerved to under the times of the Old 

and New Teſtament : proved unſeryiceable tor any ſuch 

ends now. Why Prophecy not given now to comfort good 

men in affliition. Why it extired in the Jewiſh Church 

ſo long before our $aviors coming. Several reaſons alled- 

gedae tinſt the received Opinion of a Bath Kol ſucceeding 

zo Prophecy under the ſecond Temple. The Original of 

that ffeech of Strabo, that Moſes advanced himſelf by the 

promiſe of a Religion without Sacrifice or Prophecy,;gueſt at. 

Fav a Religion proved the felicity of this New Diffen- 

ation. 


**?HE laſt Conſideration which I ſhall 

'K ſuperadd to diſparage the faith of 
theſe Vulgar Prophecies is this, 7t ſeems 
highly probable that the true Prophetick $pi- 
rit # now gone up, and that all divine Re- 
velations , as well A future Exents as new 
Dottrines, are wholy we'd in the Church of 
Ged, 1 ſhall not bepolitive in this Aſſer- 
tion, becauſe I find a Synod convened*in 
Germany, Anno 1633, where the Divinies 
being moved by ſome zealous perſons to de- 
clare themſelves againſt all pretended Reve- 
Iations and Pxophecies, now that God had 
56 ww i No de + a A 6-4 


| Conp.6. 


, ſa emi - refure} the famous Viſions of 


Cotteras and Chrifline Poxiatovia in the nn: 
expected deaths of Guflavyr of! Sweder'and + + 34! | 
Frederick of: Bohemia, prophecyed of by 
them, as the Saviors and! Reſtarers of: the ,. ._ 
German Proteſtants; They declingd it, ad- 4 
ding, that yet zo Church, or Conffory. on, Quan 1 

Univerſity had altogether rejefFed or condens- 1mEcclefram, 
ned, ſuch kind of new Prophecies,” and why *** Conþſto- 


would we be the Firſt ? Certainly then twill (not 
very ill become my ronty and obſcurity to id genus pro- 
take the Chair apd pronounce confidently ?;7.--rPeul ns 
that folly is with them all, and that there 1s condemnaſſe: 
nothing of Divine. Prophecy now in! the where nn 
world beſides the vain noiſe: and affecation Amaral 
thereof, I ſhall only craye the freedom to J-A.C-p.z32 
tender thoſe reaſons which make jt ſeem pro- 
bable to my ſelf that thereareno ſuch excra» 
ordinary viſits of the Divine Spirit now-to 
« "= in the world, Whereof the firſt is 
ens : | 'L 

I, God bath by ns Promiſe encouraged ont xev/.., 
E xpettation of any ſuch prophetick anſpira+ 
tion in theſe latter Ages of the World, 
When ever Gad- Save Prophecy to' his - 
Church, 'as it:' uſually came attended with 
ſome other eminent gifts , whereby - men 
might underſtand it was an Age of Extraot- 
dinaries 3: ſo 3t was alway uſhered by ſome 
promiſe thereof, (God gave Prophecy '£0 
the Church of the Old Teſtament, and to 


H 4 _ 


$e . The Vanity of '' GCar.7} 
| the Times wherein our Savior was firſt ma- 
|  nifeſted andpreached to the world (ſtiled the 
| 1 Atz27. 1ſt dates, being the expiring tumes of the 
| Jewiſh OO) and there ws _ 
I 18, given thereof by a fore-running Promiſe de- 
| Rm fivered by = Moſer and Tn God would. 
not have (o great a gift, that comes forth (as 
all extraordinary ones do) upon ſome errand 
of im.-ort, to ſteal into the world; and men 
bein danger of loſing the benefit thereof, 
while deſtitute of any thing to reſolve them 
whether there' be any wnpn m1, Holy 
Ghoſt thus given yea or no, | Beſides, where 
we have no ſpecial promiſe, we have no 
ground” at all of expeation or truſt, and if 
we truſt our Faith with any pretended Pro- 
phety and Revelation though preſented with 
all the probable appearances of cruth, before - 
we know whether God hath made promiſe 
of any ſuch matter now, we do but tempr 
God, and expect he ſhould charge himſelf” 
with us while we walk i» precipitizs,, in 
waies wherein he.never told us we ſhould 
meet him, | A Promiſe trom God. in this 
matcer,' is (I think) one of, the moſt: ne- | 
ceſſary ſecurities to our faith; There were 
_ = times of the Old TERS un- 
tedly,; as man ons inſpired only by 
the Spirit of mand rare ce & 
by a much worſe, then now there are; ' bur 
chat which was the great ſecurity the 
L i . ) » Fi 4 - $ '& 4 5 + S | 
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Y Car.7, 7olgar Propheries. 
* minds of good" men then, ' that they were 


| ceeding without ſcruple to a&tion, and in7cjro.:0.1, 


'nowa Prince would bur fall the Martyriof 


_ when there —_ neither divine Sign, 


not cheated by any of rhe gilded Prophe- 

cies then current among! them, was,” that 

God had made them a Promiſe to ſend them” - 
Prophets from time to time to reſolve them 

in all matters relating to this life as well as 

the other: and therefore they might pre- 

ſume the Providence of God would be more 
eſpecially watchful to preſerve them (if'not 

greatly wanting to themſelves) from being 

fatally abuſed while expeRing inſtruRion 

by a Prophecy, a way of divine San&ion-in 

thoſe times, In confidence eſpecially of this 

divine ſecurity, we find even ® Princes pro- : otro, 
matters of ety great moment, upon the 15516,17,18. 
bare word of a Perſon that pretended' to, ©nm*5-7» 
ſpeak from God, though without any Sign © 

(that we read of) given to ſeal his Miffion 

from God: upon that: occafion 5 whereas 


his own credulity, if truſting his affairs with 
the moſt importunate voices of a pretending 
Prophet againſt ſober ''Reaſons of- State, 


nor. vg of: Prophecy, to warrant hi 
Faith, [th Dd IDA 

It is readily acknowledged, that none of 
God's true: Prophers bur came atteſted ar 
one time: or other with ſome divine Signs z 
but. yer he. that ſhall conſider that theſe 
"($443 were 
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were not vouchſzfed to. bear reftiwony:ta 
each particular meſſage whichthey-delivered - 


asftom God, and that many Sigos,were gi- 
ven hy them (as the cauſing of iron to Fim, 
diſcloſing the- ſecrees of the bedchamber, 
foretelling the death of ſome. perſon, and 
ſome {eeming contingencies) which it is like+ 
ly fall within the Devil's compaſs to thew, 


9 25m:7-34- 2nd that; (ometimes.the Prophets ® counter- 


manded:their awn caunſels and advices, and 
that thoſe haly: men were no more exempt 
from- the delufians. of Melancholy then 
good men are now ;/ and that: Miracles have 
been {© counterfeited by the Ares of Ma- 
gick, that: even wiſe men have not been able 
to detect the impoſture; muſt needs grant, 
that the promiſe of God to teach men by 
Prophecy, together with the Prophet his 
_ appearing (as the Fews ſpeak) 11x. 
7IN1239 4a Man fit for Prophecy, was ge: 


nerally the firmeſt ground of traſt they bad 


to build the faith of the Divinity of his Signs 
and Prophecy upon, And therefore I think | 
many” Signs might more firmly conclude the 


dvine inſpiration of: men inthoſe Ages ta. 


which Prophecy was promiſed , then the 
like can do if tendred by any Pretender t6 
inſpiration in qQur own, - 57 0! 

Now then, there being nat the leaſt air-of 
any promiſe of Prophecy made :to-che laff 
Times of the World, we haye reaſon ta 


* think _ 


% OO wu. 


J eNFe FVulgar Propheties. 
Mthiok, thar-che Prophetick Spirie is -flowni 
WE back co Heaven (like Zl/jab) and hath lefe 


A woo OO Nygp na oof... 


pothingbebind-it;butits arazcle, its garb and 
drefs, which Impoſture ſometimes walks up 
and dovin theWorkdwithal, As:for thatplace 
of Sctiprure ſo gften alledged by the Modern 
Enthuſiaſts, ro juſtfie the ExpeRatianof 
ogra _ It ſhall camee to poſi in. the Joc 2.8. 
days that T wif pour ont'my Spirit upon 
all fleſh , and: your! 7 oaptir Jour emabrork 
ſhall propheſie,&c. it is wholy unpertinent,: 
becauſe, as 1 Theodpret notes, it received it89qTim 5 2r0- 
evident and. literal, accompliſhment ay tho 92d 5 d- 
day 'of Pentecoſt, But a (greater then /';.-" ; 
edoxet ts here, IS Peter, W 0* exprefly Ilsym150ci 
fixeth the accompliſhment of! chat Prophe= 7 nes 
cy.in the liberal effuſtons of the extraordi+ Ok _ 
nary gifts'of the Spirit upon that great Day : in nb 
where: we may' note by the way, that her A®-2-26,17 
ſeems not to underſtand the iplace of Pra4 
ws boo taken{(tor Prediction) in favor 
of which alone iris alledged by our Advers 
fries, but for thoſe other extraordinary gifts 
of the Spirit therementioned, and for which 
-Prophecy' doth ' ofteny ſuppoſe elſhere in 
Scripeure. £193 > = 
"2." AW other extraordinary gifts which Kal. 2. _ 
py —_— = = toph Sparit, _ 
wow: «a, T gl is of healis Ss, of -work+ x Cor. 12.10, 
ing Miracles, of cifcerning-of Spirits, of di- 
yers Tongues, of interpretationof Scripture, | 


have 
$3 4 


AQs 33.1, 


have all expired with their occaſion " an 


why ſhould we imagine that Prophecy (num- 
bred with them) rvives chem il ? 2 gife 


of which I am ſure the World hath incom- 


parably leſs need then of any of the reſt! 
Thoſe other gifts of the Spirit could eaſe 
the pains, enlighten the Eyes, reſolve the 
Conſcience, preſently confirm the Faith of 
men, which a Prophecy could not do : and 
therefore whereas we find thoſe gifts very 
familiarly uſed, and liberally conferred in the 
firſt times of the Goſpel, yet we meet with 
chis prophetick gift very gow. exerted by* 
our Savior or his Apoſtles, and ſome of the 
Perſons who had it (as if they were rarely to 
be found) are particularly mentioned in the 
New Teſtament; viz. Agabus, Barnabas, 
Simon Niger, Lucius, Manahen, Silas, the 
four Daughters of Philip, and ſome few 9- 
thers, Why then ſhould a Gift, which was 
of ſo little name and conſideration in com- 
pare with the reſt, continue in the Church, 
when all the other (like Scaffolds when the 
Houſe is built) are taken away, now that 
the Houſe of God is built up, and the Faith» 
confirmed 2 Certainly the fond affeRion 
which ſome men have for Prophecy, and 
that ſtrength of face with which others pres» 
tend to it, are the things which ſuborn thei 
Underſtandings to believe that ſo acceptable 
2 gift is honored with a longer continuance 
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in the World then the reſt of its Brethren, 
Tf we conſult Antiquity, it will appear more 
likely thac this gift alone is faln, there being 
{ : more frequent mention therein of ſome Diſc. of Pre- 
Miracles ay in the Name of Chriſt, p-27z | 


Pulgar Prophecits. 


r V. Mr.Smich 


but leſs is ſaid\ concerning the Prophetical 

Spirit , eſpecially after the ſecond Cen- 

cury. 6 | 

3. Prophecy tannot now miniſter to any of Red. 3. 
thoſe great ends, to which under the firſt tinmts 

of the Old and New Teſtament it did. It 

erved under the Old Teſtamentas « ſeal of 

the divine Inſpiration of "thoſe Scriptures 1n 

which it was found ; and was a pregnant aſ- 

ſurance to preſent and fucure Times, that 

all thoſe Promiſes, Precepts, Threatnings, 

found in conjunction with any accomplith'd 
Prophecy, were equally of divine Original, 

To this purpoſe ſpeaks a 5 Fewiſh Doctar; * Autbor Seph. 
FIRN3N FIRYD Wy 2 The funda," in 
mental Reaſon why Prophecy. .extant in the Pug, Fel 
Prophets, « onely this, That they may with **%': 


# Ecclus. 36. 


w Orig. cont. 
_ l. v6 ys 337 


Da = 


| Tryp. p.211. 
| @245. 


for ſhe hath had &« liberally already x\ and 


Vulgar Pr beried.c canine ps kat 
any divine or part of Scripenve if} 

they ſhould be fulfilled, and wry wn ne 

no more real value chen the ſeal i in ſeparati 

oh from the wriding, They tel]:us; rota 

(which no wife man much coricems 

eo kiow) that afver ſuch x periad of tire; 

ſuch a great Prince ſhall aſcend the Throne; 


- Tuch a fambus Event ſhall {all-;. and if the 


Predi&tion chancerd ſacceed,'.che 
Idoks bigyand the Pev pte wonderyand 
all. Moreover, fv phe f ſerwed (like he 
Shrchionh in the 

of. Gddl's alwelling in hays onning ef that 


 Charch inwhich it was fund; And 2ocord+ 
0. iAgly:the departing - of 'the: Prophetick'Spi- 


rit.trom-a”: ;/if found rel{where in: 
Worl wasaSign God had gtven them 4 


 billof divorce.” Thus 'God atJaftaſſartddiis 
rejection df the 71n64ſh and acknowiedgmem 
| of: the Genrile Charch, by his gaking. _ 
 Phecy wholy. from the "One; and. 


er {ame rime unco the other; = 
W v .Or:rFes and = Fufti# Aurtyr take 
eeweliru. writ in ID Diſpuces again 
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favor. And, beſides, che: Chiiſtian Church 
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"then, which we: find : they ſomerimes did-in 

6.5.2. rhe bfilence or © abſence of the true" Pro- 

«2 Kin.1.2. phets, To ſuppoſe: Prophecy neceſſary now 

r this end, toſave mens longing after the 

knowledg of things ſealed up'in the Coun- 

ſels'of God, is to reproach the:World, and 

to ſuppoſe it as liquoriſh as in its more child- 

ih years, Hath not the World out-grown 

the Follies of Auguries, Soothſaying, ' antl 

profeſt Diviners long -ago, and cook up-1n 

the refolves of Reaſon; as the beſt Orade 

to :confult in a. civil buſineſs? and muſt 

Chriſtians be thought the onely perſoris 

that want a Prophecy toarreſt-their anxie- 

ties in reference rochereafter,and a Prophecy 

of:' the :certainy truth whereof are-4s 

much unreſoli6d as of the iſſue of affairs: 

_ Andbeſides; we: ſhall obſerve: how God 

ſometimes chaſtiſed that wanton humor'in 

d: King.8. the: Fews, by permitting evenhis own Pre- 
—— very evi E OTE GELETREEY 

31,40. -If weproceedtoaview.of tholeEnds which 

prephecy ſerv'd to-more ſpecially in the times 

of the New Teſtament, it willmore clearly 

appear a great impertinence now; Tt ſerved 

then-as a divine largeſs to grace- the ſolemn 

Inauguration of our Saytvr'to his Mediatory 
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124 The Vanity of © . . Cav," 
for two or three © hundred years before the 
coming of our $#0ioy. - This isa trythr of ca- 
tholick acknowledgment”, all 'Fewiſh and 
f 0:07 Chriſtian Writers confeſs it bur only Faſtin 
Er mw Hives "Martyr; who'once and [din Trypho 
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off imuw- the Few, There never ceaſed in your Nation, 
ou 7+ ®O9- either Prophet or Prince till Feſus Chriſt was 
-viong 'E 37x both born and had © her Bur in this Opinion 
2224 He- That excellent Man againſt all the An- 
Ce, whxexc 3 cients, and againſt 8 Canon and © Apocrypha ; 
on therefore his Teſtimony not binding, 
fone ki Now if ' Prophecy ceafed then, we have no 
z-:26y, reaſon to preſume it continues now ; for, 
Tip p11, Whatever Arguments ſeem to conclude ir 
& 74; *neceſfary to the Chriſtian Church now, 
"qt (would with much more ſtrength - conclude 
; Mac-9-27 che neceffiry of it to the Fewiſh then : for 
24.41; the Scripture was then more 'dark"and in- 
'compleat then now, the People were of a 
"more weak and worldly temper, the Oeco- 
*notny more carnal, the Age mote 'accuſtom- 
* ed- ro Prophecies, Men more- in danger of 
beitig tempred by the abſence'of Prophe- 
* .&yroconfſult the Devil's Prophets and O- 
«K&Jes;then {6 frequent in the World, and a 
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ther by a Voice from the excelent Chey, | 

tare all the ogcaſions,upon which't W 
oo it was heard, þnt-weak and trifling, and 2 
evidently urworthy of ofonlen racle — 
When Z veehay en began 
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died, the! Talmadiſfts tell us, Bath Xol hea- ID:.Ligheſon 
fitudinem cum langentibus provanciguit, Bo. dim 
and thelike, Befides, a Yoice from Heaven TOE 
ſeems reſerved as the more ſacred way of AY 
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Ly pel, 97 Soophe Loa a" ag © Mar 3-15 
gave teſticgony to Chriſt, 4har FY 


ed $.. Paxl's. Crveion ;.a20d-1t 
= asa ſtrong a RN Gn ; 
| oy Ca wy bm ct away nHcb,13.3% 7 
'008 Heauen :. Af | 
he bv« the Prophecies af 


he * Here Fe ron H New Hot as 
e "9 ecy. of. ew, the Re- 
5 de od gegerally ule. of 0- 


aug. 


14 _ 


4 


"The Vanity of" Cann,” Y 
ther ways-before, 'to 'give-his Prophets an” | 
intimation' of his Coutifels : So that this 

Notion cannot greatly pp the Rea- 
ſon alledged, having. fo little color of truth 
to recommend it, Nor-am I alone in this 
perfwaſion, finding ſome learned men ſpeak- 
o Vocale Re- 1ng © very doubtfully of it, and others very: 
| Honſum quodp confidently againſt it. Though perhaps all 
172 F2 this be more then I need have (aid, for this 
citur, ſub n g 
ſecundo Tem- Was no perſonal Prophecy, nor (that I can 
plo ſuiſſe, al- find)eyer aſſerted to declare things to come, 
-So- opting bue to dire in ſome emergent difficulties in - 
zeft compro- common life, Pp 
udest contre pertendant. Molin. Vat. |. 1. c.26. | p Credamne ego Deum 
opulo tam dira apoſtafid laboranti, ita indulgentem, ut & calo cum iis fa- 
miliaritcr colloqui dignaretur, atque iis Oracula tam ſublimia exhibere, 
remgue frequentiz us non paris Prophetis i (6. R. Dr. Lightfoot, ' Hor. 
« Þ- 63+ | 


In p—__ of what ares faid, 
*twere eaſy to ſuperadd the many Teftimo- 
nies of r=4 Ancients to prove the going up 
of the Propherick Spirit in this confirm'd 
State of the Kingdom of the _—_ 'who 
are ſo full in chis perfiyaſion, that (as 'tis 
noted) the Montan:ftsate by ow of the 1 
Fathers proyed to be 'nbþ bertef then Diſ- 
ſemblers when they ' prerended: eo the Gifr 

chit was then ceaſed in 
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"Cans" "i Prophecies. f""N 
| int Straho applicable toour preſent FToiT my av "2 
He to ſpeak of Aoſes and ſome *2*?? 5 
Jewiſh .C ms, - .makes (after the/manner þ;mia,, ins | 
of the Heathen ) a very invidious relations 4 miras | 
of what Arts he uſed to oblige fo great a?Xim we =» 
multitude his Followers,” One" of -which;, o& Seogedhn.: tf 
he ſaith was a PRs to deliver to them, ««;,7+* ap 1 
Such a worſhip, and ſuch rites" of Sacrifice, yuan _ 
as ſhould not trouble the Uſers of them with Gor 1 ng 
any great expenſes, nor prophetical ra ww 
and cſtacies, nor any other abſurd bu 
in Religion, A: Speech that 'aſfures 3)-abs 
not over-fand of ſuch things himſelf, for: 
elſe he could-nor fo eaſily have believed 2 

-omiſe of deliverance from them, the beſt. 

it __ could uſe to catch the hearts of 
the Multitude withall, But certamit is that 
no promiſe was. further from: his/ thoughes,, ,,, 
then this ; for! his law was a law of rites and #ph.2,”" 
coſtly ſheriioes; and his great with -was that 
. the Lords peo - were mop and no- 

hing that himſelt more pretended or-* pro-# Dem.18. v5. 

er then Prophecy, - I conceive chetefore** 
that (as molt hes. bottom: upon-ſome truth) 
1 } » this Relation' was” | bue-ſome. tra+ * 
ditional prophecy of the State of 'the times 
_ 0 xy __ current. - ſome 
others) the Jews, Or anght opt- 
nion ors He rg in a miſtaken Senſe 
of that + Gare " Denzel concerning the Dan. 9.24, 
ond t He ſhould ſeal ap Te _ 
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{actiftce'of our ſelves to God:;, and. by the. 
nioee liberal effuſions of his Spitic to enligh- 
wa our minds, and to-place our hearts above 
the fears and/hopes of this world hatch made 

: Y leſs neceflary now, and therefore 
likely not be at all chetein, Sute I art 
God hath nv where promiſed it tothe t#ds 
of rhe World, nor do men.moſt diſpaſed,: by 
wiſdom and Santity, ta receive it, el- 

cher feet ir. or deſire it, and all that ever 
have, with the greateſt warine(, truſted to 
iy 'been at laſt clothed: with ſhame 
and confuſion; arid God in his Providence 
feems to deliyer all pretences'to it to per- 
fons ſoextremely ignorant, vicious, vain of 
hypothondtical,chat 'tis become a ſcandal ta 

f {9m ir,-& for a man to pretetd an Enthu- 
kafmnow; gives notice DATING => 
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| Peter if eres es wi edt mes e Pro- 
Eſt theſe Conſidgations: ſhould not be 
thoug he ſufficient to diſparage thac eaſy 

taith which rivate men Pry meer. thele 


Valgwp prophecies withall; ' I ſhall further 

the Reader, that Prophecy is in it ſelf 
and ſo hath been judged by wiſe. mena mat- 
ter-t0Q nice and: {ubtile for any, much leſs 
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room of the wnlearnedin the Church,to make 
an ment in, . Therefore. (.as was 
noted: before from Plato ) the Laws in the 
Joann Commanwelch, appointed Zi awis 
GowIyors padplct 215 2.eAmus ſome publick. 7 ages 
over  Embuſiaſtick prophecies : whis 
- tution, whatever further end the State aimed 
at therein, proceeded upon this acknow- 
ledg'd principle, T hat Prophecy was in the 
ſource and ſenſe thereof too perplext and 
dark a buſi none rg the ruder minds of 
pnvace:men tomakeany ſteady judgment in, 
And therefore as paſſionately = Ro+ 
wiſh Church. laies claim to the Spirir " Pro- 
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upon. occaſion of ſome Enthuſiaſts which 
would'define the pareicular time of the-Day 
of judgment, we find a very ſevere and: pun- 
Qual Decree made by Pope. Leo to limic the 3 
judgment of fach Perſoas, rhe ſumm whereof, .,,,,.; 
is this,” * '7f God have revealed ſome things quibuſamess 
, to cothe to any of them; we will by n-means fin Vonine 

that they be preſently reputed Ly OY in De | 

any way diſturbed, (againſt the PE inſpiratione 

command of not deſpiſing Propheſyings ?) [elirane + 

but 'b-we will that by an ordinary law all fuch Concil. Later. | 
aſſerted "'inſÞirations before they be publiſbed 33: — 
or Ne Fen Ly 'R a 0 eforth b Volumes | 
wnder reſerved ſolely to the cognizance of '*£c ordinaria * 
the eohalic Chair\-Bat if chat ml Mar ho re | 
without ſome danger) of delay, and an urgent antequempub. | 
neceſsity adviſe otherwiſe,” then that they roots "xY 
notified to the Ordinary of the place, that he licemur,.es + 
taking with him threeor four grave and lear- ——_—— : 
ned men; and having Hiligently examined the fe jou i | 
whole buſineſs with them,whey they ſhall judg 26a inelti- | 
# convenient ( upon which we charge thei ®s-. | 
own” Conſciences) they may give licence''for 
the publication of them, And after | 
(| ” Proviſo's inthis affair, the whole: isconclu-.  ** tt 

ded witha ſevere temporal and (piricual /pu- a1 
niſhthent threartned upon the offenderiincthe : 
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If all theſe: confiderations might: abin 
withmen to: givenofairh or :Gyhich-is. aexc 
£9:it). 8 yery flaw and: doybrful _— 


Prophets-now, the:he 
_— 
chaass., for /icheſe 


fam theſe andiene 


become leſs talkative if men were once be- 
come leſs credulous, and God would no 
more be look'd for in the whirl-wind of ra- 
ptures, myſtical phraſes, and ecſtatical Ora- 
tions, bur in the ffi/! voice of a great hu- 
mility, a ſound mind, and an heart reconciled 
ro himſelfand all the world ; and they would 
begin to believe God knows better whar is 
good for us then weyo gurelves, while hi- 

futurities'from us, that ſo we might.noc 
be diſcompoſed by any joys,ſorrows or fears 


» bornour of due time, and they would caſt 


anchor onely upon his Promiſes and Attri- 
buces, when afflifted with all his waves, 
and yalue them as ſufficient ſecurity to the 
peace and quiet of their minds in the worſt 
of Evils, Finally all the Ends the Dont 
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© - ſeeks to ſerve upon ſuch ; 


© "be happily defeared|, CoD hey eh cer 


hic,fails not to poſſeſs the Deliverer of them 
with an impregnable perſwaſion that he is 
God's Holy One, his (Urim) ſacred Oracles 
- being found with him; and the Receiver 
- with fach great Opinions of 'them as ſhall 
' render | him' curious, credulous, anxious, 
inent in his ſtudies,” and t eſs of 
the known rules of life,” Bur if they miſs, 
he tempts men to a —_— Prophec 
for the fake of the falſe, and to regard even 
the Revelations of Scripture bur as more've- 
nerable impoſtures, 
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- The Conreats. of the-Treatiſe of Vulgar 
... PROPHECIES, +» 


es 
ver CHAP, 1, 
us, Sore general: accounts given of the 
=» I&2" Argument, 
by 


cy Counterfeirs in Art, Nature and Religion. Falſe prophecy 
| one-inftance of them. What kind 0 fuſe Prophets the 
7el thheti bf the New Teſtament arc freed from. The miſcar- 
/E- age of States oft by occaſions contemptible, noted; The 
WW preſentargiment ſutable $0 the age, becauſe an age of aFi- 
en, of intelleFual improvement, and yet, in many, of En- 

#hufiaſm. Several confident pretendery to prophecy of late, 

then notice of.. The affinity between Prodigies and Pro- 

pheries in the general ends -of both. Prophecies of evil 
edfoqiente in States and why. Our Nation extreme- 

ly znclined toward them in former times. The ancient 
Ethnick Statſmen how they ſecured themſelyes againſt 
the prophetick humor of the people. Judges of Prophe- 

cy in Plato, who. The Sibylline Oracles of what uſe among 

the Romans. The Opinons the ancients had of Prophecy. 

couched in the fable of Terelia, Religion a great ſufferer 

by them in the PraQtile, Credit, Dottrine ph. Foundation 

thereof: Theſe noted prejudicial to the mind, and why : 

And to common life. Two examples to evince that, taken 

4 notice of. Prophefies as univerſally attended to as Prodi- 
tes, among the Heathens, Jews, Chriſtians, with a #hree« 
=] Fold account thereof. p.I. 


CHAP, 


Tn Coleen, 
CHAP, II. 


The Vanity of Vulgar Prophecies detefied 
from the unworthineſs of the Pretenders to 
them, | 


All things and Perſons thought by the Heathens to partake 
ſomewhat of « Prophetick Power. Wiſdom onely exclu- 
ded by them from any ſhare in that gift. The Perſwaſion 
t00 much abested by ſome Chriſtians. To reprebend which, 
the firſt Conſideration i propoſed. That Prophetick 
Maxim. That mags reſts not but upon a-wiſe a vali- 
ant and a rich man, how underſtood by the Modern Jews : 
A conjeFure concerning the Reaſon of it, in their ſenſe. 
How underſtood by the more Ancient Jews , ſhewn at 
large from their Writings. God's Prophets never mad in 
a Prophetick fit. Wiſe-men an ancient addition of the 
Prophets : the title uſurped by the Ancient Philoſophers 
and Magicians. Jews, Chriſtians and Heathens . required 
Sanfity in order t0 true Prophecy. None born Prophets 
of the Jews, and why. Our pretended Prophets largely 
proved devoid of all true Prophetical qualifications, and 
therefore not creditable. The Church of Rome why (0 
fruitful in ſuch Prophets. p-31. 


CHAP. III, 


Vulgar Prophecies proved vain from the in- 
trinſick circumſtances of them. 


Several circumſtances in the matter and ſtile of the Pro- 
phecics inſtanced in, which ſpeak them unworthy of God. 
Their being generally delivered in numbers noted as 4 
charafter of Vanity, and why. The Devil's Oracles of 
old delivered uſually in Verſe. Why afterward in more 
natural and 7 mare forms. Tully's exception againſt 
the pretended Oracles of the Sibyls juſtified. What ap - 
pearance of Poetry in the Prophetick Writings. Theſe 
Prophecies noted to be delivered without any or 4 very 
long time prefixed for their accompliſhment : uſeleſs 
upon 


5 Prophecies referring tq the Publick, generally 


Tarr Conrunrs. 


.pon that account to any good end, Why Scripture-Prophe- 
ja be allowed a long time t0 be accompliſhed ins 
but not Vulgar. The Devil concluded to Influence theſe 
Fulgar Prophecies, and therefore not to be credited. p. 59. 


CHAP. IV, 


The warity of theſe Prophecies evinc'd by 
their coming unattended with Signs, 


The difference between 4 Sign and a wonder. Of what 


kind of Prophets no Sign was to be required. What me- 
zhod dhe Jews obſerved in the trial of Prophets. Miracles 
N0r'a Sign required of all Prophets. $ix Prophetical 
Signs wh notice of. Our $4auior's Prophecy confirmed 
by them all. Signs of the Prophet and of the Prophecy. 
None of theſe Vulgar Prophets give 4 Sign. Their pre- 
tended Sanftity no ſufficient Sign. Their admired gift 
of Prayer of as little credit as that. Natural ardor how 
effetual to enable the power of ſpeaking freely on the ſud- 

: that confirmed by the example of the ancient Ro- 
man Orgators. Quintilian. «is a4yerv of old, what. 
Why ſome men fluent onely before company. The great ef- 
feacy of exalted imagination to aſſiſt an extemporary 
Rhetorich. Why wvekement ſpeeches ſo mightily move 
men. What kind of heats commendable in Religion. 
The powerful impreſſion of theſe Prophecies no ſegn of 
their Divinity. Drvine impreſſions not diſtinguiſhable 
foly by their power and evidence, aſſerted againſt ſome 
Jewiſh Rabbins. Artemidorus. Some eming Pre- 
ditions, no ſafe Sign of the infiration of our Modern 
Prophets. p.58, 


CHAP. V. 


The failing of Vulgat Prophecies an aſſu- 


rance of their Vanity, 


e : that proved from Juſtin Maztyr, and the ou” 
0 


de. 77 
at "8" 


the whole Prophecy ,and-why. A fiv ve 

the pretended accompliſhments of ſoms Modern Prop 
cies. How far it ſeems fitting that Prophecies ſhould de- 
ſcend to the circumſtances of Events, An account why 
ſome of theſe Prophecies hit and others miſs. All Divine 
Prophecies fulfilled which were . abſalutch delivered.. 


ayleur but in-a circumſtance, a figit of the forgery of 
efold account giuen pf 


Some Charatters w diſtinguiſh ſuch Propheties by. p.8z.- 


CHAP. VI. 


Many Modern Prophecies proved to arsfe from 
Melancholy, 


The ſtrong Opinion of Inijivation in Modern Prophets, 
proved an cffeft of the power of Melancholy. Their pre- 
tended gone attributed to the ſame cauſe. The Viſtons 
of melancholy men, why many, and to them very evident. 
Their vehement incitations to Prophecy (proved alfo 4 
ſymptom of Melancholy. How this humor becomes cffeFual 
thus to excite to Prophecy. Dying men, why often, in ap- 
pearancey, Prophetical. A natural account of uhe Prophe- 
tical Eſſays of the Pythia. Plutarch's Philefophicat ac- 
count of ſome ceaſing Oracles juſtified. The artoys in 


theſe Prophets and the Sibyls, natural. The deftnfions of 


Melancholy affiſted ufually by the cooper ation, of the 
Devil. | 


CHAP. VII. 


Probable Arguments. to prove all divine Pro- 
phecy now ceaſt, 


The Ceſſation of Prophecy new, not abſolutely aſſerted, aud 
why. Five reaſons alledged to prove its ceſſation, proba- 
ble. A promiſe of Prophecy to any Agezthe greateſt Securiey 
that it 3s not impoſed upon by Pretenders to it, Na'Pro- 
miſe of Prophecy mate to the ends of the World, The fer 
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"* Veral ends-Prophecy ſerved to under the times of the Old 
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; and New Teſtament : proved unſerviceable to any ſuch 
F ends now. Why,Prophecy not given now to comfort good 
men in afflition. Why it exifired in the Jewiſh Church 


ſo long before our $aviors coming. Several reaſons alled- 4 

ged againſt the recejued Opinion of a Bath Kol. ; 

20 Prophecy undey the ſecond\ Temple. The Original of 
: _ that Feech of Strabo, that Moſes advanced himklf by the 
> | Promiſe of a Religion without Sacrifice or Prophecy, gueſt at. 
Such a Religion proved the felicity of this New Diffen- 
ſation. P. 110. 


CH AP, VIII, 
The Concluſion, 


, ( Private Perſons not competent Fudges of Prophecy, and 
x why. The Decree of Pope Leo touching New Prophets 


a commended. Men formeyxly aud ſtill ſubjef to be im- 
: poſed upon by ſeeming Miractes., The diſcrediting oþ+ 
. theſe Prophecies of great atuantdge to the Church y. 33 1, 
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